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Local  Community  Recreation  Funding  Nearing 

CARA,  as  H.R.  701  has  become  known,  is  landmark  legislation  that  will  provide  on-going  wildlife,  land,  and 
parks  conservation  with  the  largest  infusion  of  federal  funds  in  history.  Most  of  the  funds  would  go  to  various  state 
and  local  conservation  programs,  including  state  wildlife  conservation  and  local  parks  and  recreation  developments. 

Montana,  which  faces  tremendous  challenges  attempting  to  conserve  declining  wildlife  and  dwindling  habitats, 
could  see  an  infusion  of  more  than  $5.8  million  to  help  conserve  many  of  the  state’s  dwindling  wildlife  species  and 
habitats.  An  additional  $4  million  or  more  would  come  to  Montana  to  fund  state  and  local  Land  and  Water 
Conservation  Fund  projects  to  restore  parks,  develop  local  recreational  facilities,  and  provide  open  space.  The 
legislation  also  includes  financial  incentives  to  private  landowners  for  maintaining  threatened  species  and  for 
conservation  easements. 

In  November  1999,  CARA  passed  a major  Congressional  milestone  with  its  approval  by  the  House  Resources 
Committee.  The  committee's  vote  was  37-12.  CARA  still  has  many  hurdles  to  overcome.  Contact  the  Helena  FWP 
office  or  your  congressmen  if  you  have  any  questions  or  would  like  to  receive  more  information. 


Low-Income  Parks  Passport 

The  Fish,  Wildlife  & Parks 
Commission  approved  the  sale  of  a State 
Park  Passport  for  low-income  residents 
and  families.  The  Low-Income  Parks’ 
^Passport  is  available  for  $16.00  to  those 
■■^residents  who  have  been  determined 
eligible.  Eligibility  for  low-income  is 
determined  by  standard  Medicaid  or  Food 
Stamp  documentation  as  set  by  the 
Department  Public  Health  and  Human 
Services.  Individuals  must  present  their 
Food  Stamp  Program  Identification  Card 
or  their  Medicaid  Identification  Card  upon 
purchase.  Low-income  Passports  can  be 
purchased  only  at  Fish,  Wildlife  & Parks 
Headquarters,  Area  Offices  and  State 
Parks  with  visitor  centers.  CONTACT 
FWP  OFFICES. 
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Helena  Parks  Staff  - ’ 
Volunteers 

The  State  Parks  system  relies  heavily  :4\\ 
on  volunteers  to  be  successful.  Helena 
Parks  staff  recently  worked  on  a Habiiai 
for  Humanity  home  in  East  Helena.  It  was 
a great  way  to  celebrate  the  holiday  season, 
and  give 
community. 

Whether  it  is 
community  through 
event  or  working 


something  back  to  the 


supporting  the 
co-sponsoring  an 
creatively  with 


community  leaders  to  complete  a project, 
Montana  State  Park  staff  looks  for  ways 
support  the  community  they  are  a part  of. 
CONTACT  FWP  OFFICES. 


State  Parks  and  “Future  of 
THE  Past”  review 

We  at  State  Parks  are  excited  to 
be  part  of  the  programmatic  review  of 
important  Montana  resources.  Governor  - 
, Racicot  appointed  .a  14  member’ 
'ilLiCommittee,  consisting  of  six  legislators, 

' and  two' members' of  the  Historical  Society  ’!:; 
Board,  the  Heritage  :;Commission,  the 
Lewis  and, Clark  Bicentennial  Commission 
- and  ^ Tourism  Advisory  Council  The  > 
_ committed  ,,is  studying  state-owned 
: ; heritage - properties  (including  parks  and 
historic  sites),  Virginia  City,  the  Historical 
Society  Museum  and  its  artifacts,  as  well 
as,  the  needs  for  the  upcoming  Lewis  and 
Claik  Bicentenniali  Tlte  review  of  these 
heritage  properties  should  be  complete  by 
midsummer.  CONTACT  HELENA. 

Water  Conflicts 

iHi  ’lle\Fish,  .Wildlife  <&  Parks 
Commission  has  ask  the  department  to 
\ ' su^ey  the  public  to  better  understand  the 
t)^  and  amount  conflicts  there  are  on 
Montand' waters.  As  our  Montana 
population  increases,  md  more  visitors 
V ^.^comes.  to  the  Big  Sky  Country,  we  are 
' ' seeing  more  people  use  ^ur  lakes,  streams 
and  r^ervoir  for  more  diverse  types  of 
^.^reatron.^.  At  times  there  are  conflicts 
between^''  these  user  groups.  The 
department  has  conducted  public  open 
houses,  public  meetings,  user  surveys  and 
solicited  public  input  on  the  conflicts  that 
may  be  occurring  and  possible  solutions. 
CONTACT  HELENA. 


Grant  Requests  for  Off- 
Highway  Vehicle 
(OHV)  Projects 

The  Parks  Division  has  received  grant 
applications  from  individuals,  clubs,  and 
state  and  federal  agencies  requesting 
$221,000  (approximately  $164,(XX) 
available)  for  projects  including  trail 
maintenance,  education  workshops,  weed 
control,  equipment  leasing  and  trail-head 
signings.  Funding  for  these  grants  is 
derived  from  State  Gas  Tax  and  OHV 
registrations. 

Off-Highway-Vehicle  grant  funds  must 
be  used  for  established  motorized  trails, 
safety  education,  noxious-weed  control 
and  public  awareness. 

FWP  is  now  seeking  public  input  on 
the  grant  applications.  Copies  are  available 
from  area  FWP  office  and  the  Helena 
headquarters.  The  deadline  for  comments 
is  April  3.  CONTACT  FWP  OFFICES. 

2000  State  Park  Poster 
Contest 

Montana  State  Parks  is  again 
conducting  a statewide  poster  contest  as  an 
educational  endeavor  to  enhance  student's 
understanding,  awareness  and  appreciation 
of  what  exists  in  Montana's  State  Parks. 
The  contest  is  open  to  all  fifth  grade 
students.  The  contest  theme  for  20(X)  is 
“Who  ONCE  Lived  in  .Montana  State 
Parks. ..Historic  Homes  of  Our  Parks. " 

contact  HELENA. 


Approximately  70%  of  the  estimated  5 million  total  visits  to  Montana 's  41  State  Parks  and  312  Fishing  Access  Sites  (FAS)  were  by 
Montana  residents.  Of  the  combined  total,  1.6  million  visits  were  to  State  Parks  and  3.4  million  to  Fishing  Access  Sites. 


Recognition  Awards 


The  following  individuals  were  recognized  with  awards  at  the  December  Parks  Division 
meeting  held  in  Great  Falls: 


Marty  Watkins 

Bob  & Margaret  Moddison 

Jerry  Sawyer 

Dick  Ellis  (retired) 

Ken  Soderberg 

Marcella  Sherfy 

Dave  Todd 

Kyrs  Holmes 

Andy  Roy/Katie  Hall 

Sue  Daly 


Parks  Professional  of  the  Year  for  her  continued  innovative, 
enthusiastic  promotion  and  stewardship  of  the  parks 
Outstanding  Contribution  Award  for  their  generous  support  of 
Montana  State  Parks 

Innovative  Enhancement  Award  for  his  visionary  approach  to 
executing  the  Flathead  Lake  Marine  Trail 
Lifetime  Achievement  Award  for  superior  work  over  his  career 
Team  Achievement  of  the  Year  Award  for  his  work  in  completing 
the  Ulm  Pishkun  Visitor  Center 

Team  Achievement  of  the  Year  Award  for  her  work  in  completing 
the  Ulm  Pishkun  Visitor  Center 

Team  Achievement  of  the  Year  Award  for  his  work  in  completing 
the  Ulm  Pishkun  Visitor  Center 

Team  Achievement  of  the  Year  Award  for  his  work  in  completing 
the  Ulm  Pishkun  Visitor  Center 

Safety  Achievement  Award  for  saving  the  life  of  a person  who 
nearly  drowned  in  the  Blackfoot  River 
Distinguished  Service  Award  for  her  outstanding  financial  and 
legislative  assistance 


State  Parks  is  fortunate  to  have  a staff  of  dedicated  professionals  spread  across  the  state.  It  is 
important  to  take  time  from  our  busy  day-to-day  activities  to  honor  those  in  Parks,  within  our 
other  FWP  divisions,  and  members  of  the  public  that  make  Montana  State  Parks  what  they  are 
today. 


Parks  Receives  Recreational  Trails  Grant  Applications 


Calendar 

April:  j 

12  - Makoshika,  I 

' Marck  for  the  Parks  &■  Tree  Planting 
.^0  - Frenchtown  Pond, 

Kite/Float  Fest 

1 --  Lewis  & Clark  Caverns, 
for  guided  tours 
6 - Spring  Meadow  Lake, 

International  Migratory  Bird  Day 
6-7-  FVeochtown  Pond, 

&2I  Canoe  & Kayak  Demo  Days 

10  ~ Makoshika, 

Buzzard  Day 

1 3 - Spring  Meadow  lake 

Discovery  Days  every  Tuesday 
evening  through  August 
24  "Salmon' Lake 

Campfire  lecture  Programs  Begin 

24  - Black  Sandy 

Campfire  Lecture  Programs  Begin 

25  - Bannack 

Dale  Tash  HisRsy  Day 


State  Parks  administers  the  Federal  Recreational  Trails  Grant  Program  which  provides 
funds  for  trail  construction,  renovation  and  maintenance.  This  year  we  received  applications 
from  cities,  counties,  state,  federal  agencies  and  private  associations  totaling  $1.2  million.  We 
will  award  $734,000  in  May  to  successful  applicants.  CONTACT  FWP  OFFICES. 

Visit  our  web  site  at  www.fwp.state.mt.us. 


4,000  copies  of  this  public  document 
were  published  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  $.07  per  copy,  for  total  cost  of 
$927.32  which  includes  $280  for 
printing  and  $647.32  for  distribution. 


State  Parks  Office  - Helena 
Region  1 - Kalispell 
Region  2 - Missoula 
Region  3 - Bozeman 

oHfoqfatia 

Parks  Division 
1420  East  Sixth  Avenue 
PO  Sox  200701 
Helena.  MT  59620-0701 


FWP  Contacts 


444-3750 

752-5501 

542-5500 

994-4042 


Region  4 - Great  Falls  454-5840 

Region  5 - Billings  247-2940 

Region  6 - Glasgow  228-3700 

Region  7 - Miles  City  232-0900 
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State  Park  Passport  with  a Centennial  Theme 

The  2001  Montana  State  Parks  Centennial  Passport  celebrates  Fish,  Wildlife  & Parks  first  100  years. 

The  passport,  available  at  FWP  Offices,  is  valid  for  one  license  year  (March  1st  to  the  last  day  of  February) 
“Early  Bird”  Passports  purchased  between  December  1st  - February  15th  are  valid  immediately  upon  purchase,  if 
permanently  affixed  to  the  interior  windshield  on  the  lower  left  side.  The  passport  admits  one  vehicle  and  its 
occupants  to  all  fee  areas  within  the  Montana  system 
of  State  Parks. 

This  newsletter  is  your  reminder  to  purchase 
your  passport,  we  will  not  be  sending  out  postcards 
this  year. 


First 

Second/Third 

Early  Bird  (R-nr) 

$16 

$8 

Resident  (R) 

$20 

$10 

Non-resident  (NR) 

$24 

$12 

Montana  State  Parks 

“Follow  the  investment  trail”  is  an  old  saying  in  boardrooms  of  Fortune  500 
companies  and  small  family  businesses  when  talk  turns  to  “priorities.” 

Following  that  “trail”  through  the  Montana  State  Parks  2000  budget,  a colorful 
journey,  shows  top  priorities  are; 

• The  resources — protecting  and  enhancing  the  natural,  historical  and  recreational 
features  that  make  our  parks  what  they  are  today. 

• Montanans — their  safety,  comfort,  and  the  quality  of  the  recreational  experience 
available  to  them. 

an.  Our  visitors— creating  a Parks  system  that  will  encourage  out-of-state  visitors  to 
return  to  the  big  skies  of  Montana. 

Exactly  where  does  the  State  Parks  investment  trail  lead?  Specifically  to  a new 
Amphitheater  at  Makoshika  State  Park  in  eastern  Montana;  wholly  new  facilities, 
entrance  road  and  landscaping  at  Frenchtown  Pond  near  Missoula;  the  transfer  of 
culturally  important  lands  at  Ulm  Pishkun  State  Park  Just  south  of  Great  Falls  to  FWP; 
preparations  for  the  200"’  anniversary  of  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition;  and  in  Helena, 
a land  transfer  to  prepare  for  the  eventual  construction  and  operation  of  the  new,  state- 
of-the-art  Montana  Wildlife  Rehabilitation  and  Education  Center. 

So  come  along  for  the  hike.  Here’s  a trail  map  of  key  points  of  interest  along  the 
route  Montana  State  Parks  took  in  2000. 

Water  Recreation 

Every  region  of  the  state  benefits  fi-om  dollars  allocated  to  State  Parks  from  the 
“boat-in-lieu”  of  tax  program  (funding  generated  from  boat  registrations  in  each  county 
throughout  Montana).  A Boating  Advisory  Committee  works  with  FWP  Regional  Parks 
Managers,  Regional  Supervisors  and  Helena  parks  staff  to  select  projects  that  enhance 
basic  boating  and  water  based-recreation  opportunities  at  FWP  sites. 

The  full  list  of  projects  funded  for  the  last  two  years  totals  $675,000  in  practical 
improvements — such  as  latrines  to  accommodate  visitors,  boat  ramps,  repairs  docks  and 
fire  rings.  These  creature  comforts  may  not  sound  “sexy,”  but  at  the  end  of  a tiring  day 
on  the  water,  these  amenities  mean  a park  visitor  is  safely  and  comfortably  on  the  way 
home  with  happy  memories — rather  than  frustrated  by  a difficult  dock,  strained  muscles 
and  a pressing  need  to  visit  the  next  gas  station. 

Examples  of  sites  which  have  benefited  from  these  funds  and  the  improvements  they 
provide  include;  Wayfarers,  Logan,  Salmon  Lake,  Placid  Lake,  Achley  Lake,  Painted 
Rocks,  Tongue  River  Reservoir  and  Hell  Creek  State  Parks.  In  addition  to  State  Parks, 
boat  improvement  projects  occur  at  numerous  Fishing  Access  Sites  across  the  state  each 
year. 

^ \This  ongoing  pick  and  shovel  work  enables  our  popular  State  Parks  and  Fishing 
iircess  Sites  to  withstand  the  daily  wear  and  tear,  so  they  can  serve  tomorrow’s  visitors 
in  the  same  quality  way  they  served  today’s. 


Lewis  & Clark  Bicentennial/Missolri 
Headwaters  State  Park 

Missouri  Headwaters  State  Park  is  expected  to  be  a 
major  destination  for  thousands  of  people  celebrating  the 
200*  anniversary  of  the  Lewis  & Clark  Expedition.  These 
folks  are  likely  to  visit  some  or  all  of  the  historical  sites 
noted  in  the  extensive  journals  kept  by  Lewis  and  Clark. 
Park  Manager  Ray  Heagney,  Missouri  Headwaters  State 
Park,  says  the  park  already  attracts  informed  visitors  from 
Poland,  Japan,  Russia,  France,  Israel  and  Germany. 

The  challenge  is  balancing  the  primitive  nature  of  the 
park  with  the  potential  impact  of  thousands  of  additional 
visitors  over  the  next  six  years.  Transportation,  parking, 
walking,  sanitation,  and  safety  are  all  issues. 
Improvements  in  the  interpretative  information  and  how  to 
present  the  park’s  natural  features  to  the  best  advantage 
are  topics  of  conversation  with  community'  members, 
tribal  representatives,  legislators,  histoiy  experts,  and 
others  with  interests  in  the  park. 

A draft  interpretive  plan  for  Headwaters  State  Park  is 
expected  to  be  available  for  public  comment  in  December. 

Plenty  Coups  State  Park 

A proposal  for  work  at  Plenty'  Coups  State  Park, 
available  for  public  review  now.  deals  with  park  issues 
such  as  fire  protection,  needed  classroom  space,  and 
traffic  flow. 

Improvements  to  the  site  to-date  include  a 
comprehensive  pest  control  program  in  the  museum, 
upgrades  to  make  the  restrooms  handicapped  accessible, 
and  many  small  maintenance  and  improvement  projects. 
Since  1993,  $403,830  has  been  spent  on  restoration, 
preservation,  and  development  projects  at  this  important 
site. 

The  powerhouse  behind  the  short  and  long-range 
improvements  planned  at  Plenty'  Coups  State  Park  is  the 
Crow  Tribe,  the  Plenty'  Coups  Advisoity  Committee, 
interested  museum  experts,  and  the  park's  many  dedicated 
friends  and  volunteers. 

The  bottom  line  goal  is  to  make  Montana  State  Parks  like 
“Coming  Home  — easy  to  find,  easy-  to  use.  nothing 
overdone.  ’ 


Land  Transfers  And  Acquisitions 


Periodically,  Montana  State  Parks  initiates  a land  acquisition  or  exchange  to 
acquire  lands  within  or  adjacent  to  a park  to  enhance  or  preserve  the  natural  character, 
geological  integrity,  historical,  or  recreational  value  of  the  park. 

A significant  land  exchange  to  acquire  the  “jump  face”  of  the  buffalo  jump  at  Ulm 
Pishkun  State  Park  and  the  area  at  the  base  of  the  jump  is  underway  now. 

The  trade  between  FWP  and  the  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation 
(DNRC)  includes  a section  of  grazing  land  at  Makoshika  State  Park.  It  will  be  a part  of 
the  trade  for  land  of  high  cultural  and  archeological  significance  owned  by  DNRC 
adjacent  to  Ulm  Pishkun  State  Park.  The  trade  consists  of  approximately  1,272  acres. 

Makoshika  Amphitheater  Becomes  A Reality  And  Work 
Shifts  To  The  New  Group-Use  Shelter 

The  Friends  of  Makoshika  are  the  force  behind  a $48,000  Tourism  Infrastructure 
Improvement  Program  (TUP)  grant  to  rehabilitate  the  amphitheatre  at  Makoshika  State 
Park.  FWP  brought  $50,000  in  matching  funds  to  the  table  so  work  could  proceed  on 
the  stone  terraces  and  stairs,  new  benches,  electrical  wiring,  and  trail  improvements. 
Esthetically,  the  amphitheater  suits  the  surrounding  rock  formations  and  juniper-studded 
badlands  of  the  park  and  provides  an  exciting  new  facility  for  visitors  and  the  Glendive 
community. 

The  Tourism  Infrastructure  Improvement  Program  (funds  derived  from  the 
Accommodations  Tax)  has  for  the  second  year  provided  Makoshika  State  Park  with 
funds  for  improvements.  A group-use  shelter  is  planned  for  the  future  for  picnics, 
educational  programs  and  other  actions. 

In  June,  Bureau  of  Land  Management  State  Director  Matt  Millenbach  presented 
FWP  with  the  title  for  2,699  acres  of  federal  land,  increasing  the  park  to  a total  of 
11,531  acres. 

Work  continues  between  FWP  and  the  Montana  Department  of  Natural  Resources 
and  Conservation  to  simplify  management  of  the  mineral  rights  on  parklands. 

A Look  Behind  The  Scenes 

The  Montana  State  Parks  staff  is  an  accomplished  crew,  equally  adept  at  welding 
and  plumbing  as  they  are  at  developing  historical  displays  and  brochures  to  tell  a park’s 
story  to  visitors.  These  folks  use  everything  from  motorboats  and  canoes  to  backhoes 
and  computers  to  get  the  job  done.  And,  they  work  in  some  of  the  most  scenic  parts  of 
Montana. 

They  plan  and  oversee  major,  high-visibility  projects — from  large  road  improvement 
projects,  to  the  design  and  planting  of  the  flower  display  on  the  front  lawn  of  the  State 
Capitol. 

Some  would  say  they  have  the  best  jobs  in  the  world — others  might  wonder  if  it  isn’t 
sometimes  lonely  and  boring  checking  camp  sites,  counting  visitors,  and  trying  to 
vandal-proof  public  latrines. 


Our  staff  is  one  of  the  smallest  in  the  nation  and  while 
we  love  the  work,  we  could  use  additional  help  with  basic 
maintenance  tasks  and  other  jobs.  We  expect 
increasing  demand  for  Lewis  and  Clark  interpret^^ 
programs  and  stress  on  our  parks  operations  teams  as 
thousands  of  additional  visitors  stop  in  Montana  during 
the  Bicentennial  of  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition. 

During  the  upcoming  legislative  session,  we  will  be 
exploring  ways  to  address  staffing  needs,  as  well  as 
innovative  ways  to  protect  historic  and  cultural  resources 
and  secure  privately  held  parcels  of  land  within  existing 
parks. 

Frenchtown  Pond  Improvements  set 

FOR  Spring  2000 

Following  public  review  of  the  Master  Site  Plan  and 
Management  Plan,  Frenchtown  Pond  State  Park  is  getting 
a “facelift.”  Project  design  and  construction  teams  will 
organize  this  fall  to  tackle  the  construction  scheduled  for 
spring  2001. 

Improvements  to  the  park  will  include  a new  restroom 
facility,  interior  road  system  upgrades  with  a sidewalk  to 
make  routes  between  facilities  wheel  chair  accessible,  new 
signage,  security  lights,  a new  location  for  the  park  host, 
and  landscaping  improvements. 

Additional  funds  will  be  requested  for  the  second 
phase  of  the  project,  including  a group  picnic  shelter  and 
restroom,  path  around  the  pond,  new  beach  area,  docks, 
vegetation,  playground  area,  and  irrigation  system 
improvements. 

During  construction,  the  park  will  be  open,  but  may 
close  for  a few  days  during'  important  construcl^^ 
activities.  The  investment  in  Frenchtown  Pond  State 
will  meet  the  growing  needs  of  area  families  and  youth 
organizations  well  into  the  2U‘  century. 


8,872  copies  of  this  public  document  were 
published  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $.07  per  copy, 
for  total  cost  of  $2,561. 79,  which  includes 
$621.04  for  printing  and  $1,940.75  for 
distribution. 
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State  Parks  Office  - Helena 


Region  1 - Kalispell 
Region  2 - Missoula 
Region  3 - Bozeman 


Parks  Division 
1420  East  Sixth  Avenue 
PO  Box  200701 
Helena,  MT  59620-0701 


444-3750 

752-5501 

542-5500 

994-4042 


Region  4 - Great  Falls 
Region  5 - Billings 
Region  6 - Glasgow 
Region  7 - Miles  City 
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Dear  Parks  Enthusiast: 

When  you  think  of  what  makes  a community  a great  place  to  live,  what  do  you  think  of?  If  you  have  young  children,  you  may  consider  the 
school  system.  If  you  are  retired,  you  might  think  of  the  climate.  If  you  are  a businessperson,  you  might  look  into  the  economic  health  of  a 
place.  Often  people  consider  parks  and  recreational  opportunities  an  important  asset. 

Our  state  parks  are  part  of  the  economic  and  social  fabric  of  many  communities  across  Montana.  They  provide  places  to  escape  to,  places 
to  share  with  visitors  from  out  of  town,  places  for  families  to  play  in.  The  Parks  Division  also  has  a number  of  programs  that  benefit  local 
community  recreation  opportunities. 

In  this  issue  you  will  discover  the  Land  and  Water  Conservation  Fund,  a federal  funding  program  that  has  pumped  over  $31  million  into 
community  outdoor  recreation  projects  in  communities  large  and  small  across  Montana.  You  will  learn  how  teachers  use  state  parks  as 
outdoor  classrooms  enhancing  the  lessons  they  teach.  You  will  find  out  about  a new  state  park  acquisition.  Travelers  Rest,  which  preserves 
an  important  piece  of  Montana  history  and  has  the  potential  to  help  the  economic  development  in  the  Lolo  community. 

Many  Montana  State  Parks  are  closely  linked  to  healthy  nearby  communities.  Our  parks  are  some  of  the  most  valued  resources  of  these 
communities.  I hope  you  enjoy  this  issue  of  Montana  State  Parks  News.  As  always,  if  you  have  any  comments  drop  me  a line  at 
dmon  ger@state . mt . u s . 


Parks  As  Outdoor  Classrooms 

Many  Parks  are  perfect  natural  outdoor 
classrooms  for  learning  about  our  fragile 
environment,  abundant  wildlife,  prehistoric 
animals,  ghost  towns,  geology,  history,  and  of 
l^lier  cultures.  Cynde  Swartz,  fifth  grade 
Richer  at  Lewis  and  Clark  Elementary  School  in 
Great  Falls,  knows  the  importance  of  "hands  on" 
teaching.  She  says  the  best  way  to  teach  students 
these  subjects  is  to  take  them  to  places  where  it 
can  be  viewed  and  experienced.  Those  places  are 
Montana  State  Parks! 

Swartz  considers  State  Parks  just  another  part 
of  the  community  to  be  explored  by  her  students. 
Annual  visits  to  Giant  Springs  and  Ulm  Pishkun 
provide  opportunities  for  her  students  to  better 
understand  the  diverse  world  around  them. 

New  Fishing  A ccess  Sites 

; In  an  ongoing  effort  to  provide  angler  access 
; to  Montana’s  streams,  rivers,  and  lakes  these  : 
: new  sites  have  been  added  to  the  Fishing 
^ Access  Site  program.  A portion  of  each 
; fishing  license  sold  is  deposited  into  a fund  ; 
for  acquisition. 

: 3 sites  on  the  Upper  Bitterroot  River 

1 on  the  Clark  Fork  near  Drummond 

2 on  the  Big  Spring  Creek  near  Lewistown 
: 1 on  Island  Lake  near  Kalispell 

; 2 on  the  Yellowstone  {1  near  Emigrant,  I 
near  Laurel) 

: Except  for  the  Drummond  and  Laurel  sites, 
^^ese  new  acquisitions  are  undeveloped, 
^improvement  will  be  made  over  the  next  few 
summers,  as  funding  is  available. 


New  State  Park 

Travelers  Rest,  near  Lolo,  became  Montana’s 
42"‘‘  State  Park  in  March.  After  a year  of  patient 
negotiation.  The  Conservation  Fund  purchased 
the  property  from  Pat  and  Ernie  Deschamps  and 
simultaneously  donated  it  to  Montana  Fish, 
Wildlife  & Parks.  The  park  is  now  operated 
through  a unique  partnership  between  FWP  and 
the  Travelers’  Rest  Preservation  Project  (TRPP). 
FWP  owns  the  site  while  TRPP  is  responsible  for 
operating  and  maintaining  the  15-acre  park. 

The  effort  to  preserve  Travelers’  Rest  began  in 
1995  when  the  local  chapter  of  the  Lewis  and 
Clark  Trail  Heritage  Foundation  looked  into 
learning  more  about  their  namesake.  Lewis  and 
Clark  and  the  Corps  of  Discovery  sta)'ed  at 
Travelers’  Rest  on  both  their  westward  and 
eastward  journeys.  Two  independent  researchers 
each  proposed  that  the  newly  acquired  site,  a mile 
upstream  from  the  current  National  Historic 
Landmark  sign  on  Hwy  93.  is  a more  accurate 
location  of  the  Lewis  & Clark  campsite.  This 
same  area  is  also  an  ancient  crossroads  for 
several  Native  American  tribes,  including  the 
Salish,  Nez  Perce,  and  Lemhi  Shoshone.  The  site 
is  currently  undeveloped.  Plans  are  underway  to 
provide  interpretation  at  the  site  in  preparation 
for  the  upcoming  Lewis  and  Clark 
commemoration. 

Missouri  Headwaters  State  Park 
Receives  Gr.ant  Funding 

Managers  at  Missouri  Headwaters  State  Park 
have  secured  $90,000  in  two  challenge  cost-share 
grants  from  the  National  Park  Service  to  address 
needs  at  the  park.  Near  the  community  of  Three 
Forks,  the  park  is  a major  destination  for  Lewis 
and  Clark  enthusiasts.  While  it  is  an  important 


Lewis  and  Clark  site,  the  park  has  many  other 
rich  stories  to  tell,  making  it  one  of  the  premiere 
interpretive  sites  in  the  state  park  system. 

The  grant  funds  will  be  used  to  prepare  an 
interpretive  plan  and  make  improvements  to  the 
interpretive  signs  at  the  park,  as  well  as  provide 
staff  on  site  between  2001  and  2006  to  give 
interpretive  programs  and  coordinate  events.  The 
grant  funds  will  be  used  in  addition  to  a $275,000 
appropriation  for  Lewis  and  Clark  related 
improvements  at  FWP  sites.  Planning  for  the 
Headwaters  project  will  be  done  in  partnership 
with  the  local  community. 

State  Parks  Passport 
Goes  On  Line 

Montana  State  Parks  Passports,  the  car 
windshield  decals  that  allow  annual  entrance  to 
Montana’s  State  Parks  and  provide  discounts  on 
camping  fees,  can  now  be  purchased  on  the 
Internet  from  Montana  Fish.  Wildlife  & Parks. 
Anyone  with  an  Internet  connection  and  a credit 
card  can  purchase  the  State  Park  Passport  from 
anj'where  in  the  world.  24  hours  a day,  se\en 
days  a week.  This  is  the  first  of  many  state 
services  soon  to  become  accessible  on  the 
Internet. 

"Now  Montanans  and  our  visitors  can. 
thanks  to  this  technology,  order  a Passport  in  a 
couple  of  minutes."  said  Parks  Division 
Administrator,  Doug  Monger.  "Montana  Fish, 
Wildlife  & Parks  is  happy  to  be  the  first  state 
agency  to  offer  this  kind  of  secure  online  service, 
making  State  Parks  more  accessible  and  easy  to 
enjoy." 

Ordering  a State  Parks  Passport  online  is 
simple,  go  to  the  FWP  web  site  and  click  on  the 
e-passport  icon  and  follow  the  four  easy  steps. 


Your  Park  Fees  at  Work  - Thanks 
For  your  Patience 

Major  construction  efforts  are  underway  this 
spring  at  a number  of  State  Parks. 

Frenchtown  Pond  State  Park  is  a popular  day- 
use  area  west  of  Missoula.  The  site  will  be 
getting  a major  facelift  and  upgrade,  including  a 
new  comfort  station,  entrance,  infrastructure 
upgrades,  and  landscaping.  Construction  work 
will  continue  through  June. 

Hell  Creek  State  Park  is  an  important 
destination  north  of  Jordan  in  eastern  Montana. 
Located  on  Ft.  Peck  Reservoir,  visitor  numbers 
have  steadily  increased  over  the  past  few  years. 
A major  construction  project  to  widen  the 
existing  boat  ramp,  provide  boat  trailer  parking, 
and  a general  upgrade  of  the  camp  area,  is 
underway.  Please  note  that  the  park  is  open  and 
an  alternative  boat  ramp  is  available  at  the  site. 
Construction  work  will  be  done  in  late  June. 

Recently  completed  projects  at  Logan  and 
Wayfarers  State  Parks  in  northwest  Montana, 
include  upgraded  restroom  facilities  and  handicap 
accessible  camping  spaces  at  both  sites. 

Trails  Program  Grants 

Parks  Division  would  like  to  announce  that  the 
Recreational  Trails  Program  (RTP)  and  Off- 
Highway  Vehicle  (OHV)  Grant  applications  for 
fiscal  year  2002  will  be  available  in  late  June  of 
this  year.  Applications  can  be  downloaded  from 
the  FWP  website  or  you  can  contact  the  Helena 
office.  It’s  anticipated  that  approximately 
$714,000  (RTP)  and  $164,000  (OHV)  will  be 
available.  Questions  on  presenting  an  application 
should  be  directed  to  Bob  Walker  (444-4585). 


View  winning  entries  in  the 
2001  State  Park  Poster 
Contest,  visit  the 
FWP  website. 


FWP  Announces  LWCF  Grant 
Deadline  To  Communities 

Since  1965,  communities  across  Montana  have 
received  over  $31  million  for  outdoor  recreation 
projects  in  Land  and  Water  Conservation  fund 
grants.  Last  year  the  communities  of  Three 
Forks,  Twin  Bridges,  Bozeman,  Poison, 
Livingston  and  Choteau  received  LWCF  grant 
funds. 

We  are  pleased  to  announce  that  once  again 
Cities,  Towns,  School  Districts  and  Tribal 
governments  are  eligible  to  compete  for  $403,556 
in  Land  & Water  Conservation  Fund  grant  money 
for  outdoor  recreation  projects  this  year. 

LWCF  grants  assist  local  communities  with 
acquisition  and  development  of  public  outdoor 
recreation  areas  and  outdoor  facilities.  Grants  may 
be  used  to  provide  up  to  50  percent  of  project  costs 
and  must  be  matched  with  non-Federal  funds.  The 
deadline  for  submitting  applications  for  this  year’s 
grant  program  is  June  30,  2001.  For  program 
details,  see  the  FWP  website  (accessible  from  the 
Parks  home  page)  or  contact  the  Helena  office. 

Boating  Improvement  Program  - 
New  Legislation 

With  the  passage  of  House  Bill  132  by  the 
2001  Legislature,  more  options  are  now  available 
for  FWP  to  provide  funding  for  motorboat 
improvement  projects  statewide.  All  Montana 
boatowners  who  register  their  motorboats  pay  a 
fee  in-lieu  of  tax  of  which  20%  goes  for  boating 
improvements,  such  as  boat  ramp  rehabilitation, 
latrines,  buoys,  and  related  items.  The  remaining 
80%  remains  in  the  county  where  the  fee  was 
paid.  Prior  to  this  year,  all  funds  generated  by 
this  program  were  required  to  be  expended  on 
FWP  controlled  or  managed  sites.  The  revision 
to  the  law  now  provides  the  opportunity  for  a 
portion  of  the  funds  to  be  expended  on 
appropriate  motorboat  sites  managed  by  county, 
local  community,  or  by  other  governmental 
agencies.  Details  will  follow  as  criteria  for  the 
allocation  of  the  funds  are  developed. 


Calendar 

Fiathead  Lake,  Wayfarers 
Flat  water  Paddling  Festival  &, 
Cardboard  Kayak  Race 


May: 
26-27  ■ 


June 


t 


9 — Makosfaika, 

Buzzard  Days 

24  - Baiuiaek, 

Dale  Tash  Montana  Htstory  Day 
26  - Dim  Plshkun, 

Native  Amedcan  Culture  Fair 

25  - lilm  Pisfakun, 

Spirit  of  the  Land  in  the  Big  Sky 

July: 

8 - Spring  Meadbw  Lake, 

Triathlon 

1 1 “ Chief  Plenty  Coops, 

Bozeman  Trail  Wagon  Train 

12  “ Dim  Pisbkun, 

Spirit  of  the  Land  in  the  Big  Sky 
14  - Spring  Meadow  Lake, 

Cardboard  Cup  Regatta 
14  - Council  Grove, 

Tour  of  the  Night  Skies 

20- 22  - Win  Pishkon, 

Native  American  Art  Week 

21- 22  - Bannaek, 

Bannack  Days 
21-22  - FVenehtown  Pond, 

Big  Sky  Thunderbiids  Show 
■ Lake  Elmo, 

Montana  State  Gmies  Triathlon 
Fort  Owen,  t|||P 

Fort  Owen  Day 

28  - Chief  Plenty  Coups, 

Crow  Lifeways 

29  - Dim  Pishkoit, 

Little  Shell  Band  of  Chippewa 
Tribe,  Our  History 


22 


28 


9,700  copies  of  this  public  document  were 
published  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $.33  per 
copy,  for  total  cost  of  $3,187.88,  which 
includes  $679  for  printing  and  $2,508.88  for 
distribution. 
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State  Park  Futures  Committee  II 


Governor  Judy  Martz  recently  signed  an  executive  order  which  created  the  State  Park  Futures  11  Committee.  This  committee,  made  up  of  five 
I legislators  and  four  citizens,  will  be  reviewing  the  state  of  the  State  Parks  System  over  the  next  year,  reporting  to  the  governor  and  the  Legislature 

I by  the  close  of  2002.  The  committee  is  charged  with  reviewing  statutes  affecting  state  parks,  including  the  Primitive  Parks  legislation;  the 

statewide  distribution  of  State  Parks,  including  the  lack  of  a state  park  in  the  northeastern  corner  of  Montana;  and  park  operations  and  capital 
development  needs.  The  State  Park  Futures  II  Committee  is  modeled  after  the  1989  Futures  Committee  that  lead  the  way  to  the  many  improve- 
ments that  have  occurred  in  State  Parks  over  the  past  10  years.  The  Futures  11  Committee  will  be  conducting  public  meetings  across  the  state 

i over  the  next  few  months  to  gather  your  opinions  about  your  park’s  system.  We  will  keep  you  informed  of  the  committee’s  actions  via  future 

; additions  of  State  Park  News  and  via  an  internet  site  linked  to  the  FWP  website  which  should  be  up  and  running  soon. 


Parks  Free  Over  Veterans  Day 
Weekend 

Governor  Judy  Martz  joined  a nationwide 
movement  to  waive  fees  at  Montana  State  Parks  over 
the  Veterans  Day  Weekend.  “Montana  is  Joining  in 
a nationwide  move  to  make  it  easier  for  Americans 
to  draw  strength  from  the  natural  wonders  and 
beauty  around  them  during  this  time  of  tragedy  and 
uncertainty,”  said  Gov.  Martz. 

.Martz  said  Montanans  are  blessed  with  many 
IferrJes  to  turn  in  times  of  need.  Some  of  the  most 
outstanding  are  preserved  as  Montana  State  Parks. 

U.S.  Secretary  of  the  Interior  Gayle  Norton 
announced  early  in  October  that  all  entrance  fees 
to  national  park  areas  managed  by  the  National  Park 
Service  would  be  waived  on  Veterans  Day  Weekend 
so  Americans  can  seek  inspiration  from  the  nation’s 
parks,  monuments  and  memorials. 


Capital  Project  Completed 
At  Logan  State  Park 

Logan  State  Park,  located  on  Middle  Thompson 
Lake  45  miles  west  of  Kalispell  on  Highway  2,  has 
undergone  a $400,000  facelift.  The  entrance  road 
has  been  rerouted  to  provide  safer  roads  and 
camping  spurs  have  been  paved.  A flush  toilet  with 
shower  facilities  is  now  available,  one  camp  site 
has  been  made  handicapped  accessible,  and  camp 
sites  were  lengthened  to  accommodate  larger  units. 
In  addition,  aP  the  tables  and  fire  rings  were 
replaced. 

“We  are  delighted”  stated  Marty  Watkins, 
Regional  Park  Manager.  “This  facility  provides 
an  excellent  balance  of  recreational  opportunity  in 
the  Thompson  Chain  of  Lakes  area.  It  balances 
the  primitive  Thompson  Chain  of  Lakes  Fishing 
Access  Site  with  this  well  developed  and  centrally 
located  State  Park.”  Revegetation  work  will  be 
done  this  fall,  including  tree  planting  to  replace 


Pets  and  the  Outdoors  Tip 

Submitted  by  Marty  Watkins  - Region  1 Park  Manager 

1 have  a terrier,  and  like  all  terriers  he  isn’t  too  bright  when  it  comes  to  skunks.  The  following  recipe  is  the  best 

I have  found  for  de-skunking  a dog.  Unfortunately,  I have  had  lots  of  practice. 

Mix  the  following: 

1 qt.  Hydrogen  Peroxide  % c.  Baking  Soda  1 tsp.  liquid  dish  soap 

Either  wash  or  just  wet  the  dog,  then  mix  the  above  and  apply.  I have  a few  additional  tips: 

1 . Rinse  the  miscreant  off,  but  don’t  worry  about  getting  it  all  - leaving  some  of  the  mix  on  their  rotten  hide 
seems  to  work  better.  The  first  time  I used  it  I followed  the  treatment  up  with  a bath,  and  the  smell  came 
back  - 1 had  to  re-apply. 

2.  Use  the  mix  right  after  you  make  it,  the  oxygen  production  is  what  counteracts  the  smell  by  breaking  down 
the  molecules  that  produce  the  odor.  Don’t  try  to  save  the  mix,  the  hydrogen  peroxide  and  the  baking  soda 
continue  to  produce  oxygen,  and  if  you  try  to  cap  it,  it  will  blow  up. 

m 

3.  My  not-so-miniature  schnauzer  is  32  pounds  - 1 cut  the  recipe  in  half  and  seem  to  have  plenty. 


4.  The  last  time  I had  to  use  it  the  monster  had  really'  gotten  doused.  After  1 gave  him  a bath  I had  to 
reapply  the  de-skunker  to  ‘da’  stinker  the  following  week. 


trees  removed  during  a hazard  tree  project  at  the 
site  to  provide  a forested  environment  for  the  next 
generation. 

New  Park  Manager  in  Glasgow 

The  Parks  Division  is  pleased  to  introduce 
Woody  Baxter  as  our  new  Regional  Park  Manager 
in  Region  6 (Glasgow).  The  position  is  a new  one 
for  northeastern  Montana  and  completes  the  goal 
of  having  a permanent  Park  Manager  in  each  of  the 
seven  administrative  regions  of  the  state.  Woody 
is  a long-time  FWP  employee  who  previously 
managed  the  Blackfoot  River  program  in  the 
Missoula  area.  In  addition  to  his  efforts  to  work 
with  local  communities  to  investigate  potential  park 
sites.  Woody  will  manage  and  coordinate  the 
Fishing  Access  Sites  (FAS)  in  northeastern 
Montana. 

Applications  Arrive  by  Land  & Water 

At  the  end  of  June,  the  Parks  Division  received 
18  grant  applications  for  outdoor  recreation 
projects  from  local  communities.  Successful 
applicants  will  be  funded  through  the  Land  & Water 
Conservation  Fund  (LWCF),  a federal  grants 
program  administered  by  FWP.  Eligible  applicants 
include;  incorporated  city  ortotsms,  counties,  school 
districts,  or  tribal  governments.  The  kinds  of  local 
projects  funded  in  the  past  include  facilities  such  as 
ball  fields,  tennis  courts,  ice  skating  ponds,  picnic 
facilities,  and  walking  trails. 

A five-member  LWCF  Selection  Committee 
reviewed  applications,  scoring  them  with  the  aid  of 
established  scoring  criteria.  Recently,  six 
provisional  finalists  were  fonvarded  to  the  National 
Park  Service,  who  oversees  administration  of  LWCF 
on  the  Federal  le\  el,  for  review  and  approval. 


Dawson  Community  College  $75,000 

City  of  Helena  $75,000 

Roberts  School  District  $10,000 

City  of  Billings  $75,000 

City  of  Whitefish  $74,850 

Town  of  Terry  $5,365 


Hell  Creek  State  Park 
Capital  Improvement  Projects 

Hell  Creek  State  Park,  a water-based  recreation 
site,  is  located  on  the  south  shore  of  Fort  Peck 
Reservoir,  some  26  miles  north  of  Jordan.  The 
tremendous  fishery  of  Fort  Peck  is  what  brings  the 
majority  of  visitors  to  the  park.  The  increased 
popularity  of  the  Fort  Peck  fishery  is  reflected  by 
the  ten-fold  increase  in  recreational  visits  to  Hell 
Creek  since  1 994. 

During  tournament  weekends  and  during  the 
peak  fishing  time  in  June  and  July,  the  park  is  host 
to  over  100  camps.  To  meet  the  needs  of  the 
increasing  number  of  park  users  FWP  has 
implemented  a series  of  improvements.  Some 
completed  over  this  past  summer  include: 

1.  Expansion  of  existing  boat  ramp  to 
accommodate  simultaneous  launching  of  two 
boats. 

2.  Expansion  of  existing  parking  lot  to 
accommodate  up  to  90  vehicles  with  boat 
trailers. 

3.  Installation  of  a RV  dump  station. 

4.  Yard  lights  at  the  parking  lot  and  boat  ramp. 

5.  1 500  linear  feet  of  new  interior  park  roads. 

6.  Enlargement  of  37  existing  camp  pads  to  better 
accommodate  larger  RVs. 

7.  Construction  of  1 8 new  camp  pads  and  a new 
septic  system. 

A shower/restroom  facility  is  scheduled  for 
construction  in  spring  of  2002. 

$ 1.4  Million  Available  For  Trails  in 
Montana 

The  Recreational  Trails  Program,  administered 
by  your  State  Parks  Division,  will  provide  $1.4 
million  for  Montana  trails  over  the  next  two  years. 
These  funds  can  be  used  for  all  types  of  trails 
including  non-motorized,  motorized,  multiple  use, 
community,  rural  and  back  country.  Public  agencies 
and  private  trail  clubs  are  eligible  to  receive  money 
from  this  program.  Earlier  in  200 1 , F WP  provided 


$714,000  to  41  t-aii  projects.  The  department  also 
provides  advice  and  assistance  with  trail  design, 
maintenance  and  management. 

Applications  for  this  years  grant  programs  are 
due  by  November  23,  2001 . Even  though  this  may 
not  be  enough  time  to  prepare  an  application  for 
this  years  grants,  it  is  a great  time  to  start  planning 
for  next  years  funds. 

For  more  information  on  OHV  (off  highway 
vehicle)  and  Recreational  Trails  Program  funds,  see 
FWP’s  web  page  at  www.fwp.state.mt.us,  or  call 
FWP  at  444-4585  or  444-7642. 

College  Interns  Assist  in 
State  Parks 

Nine  students  from  various  colleges  around 
Montana  did  some  “on  the  job”  training  in  state 
parks  during  the  summer  months. 

As  they  completed  requirements  for  their  major 
course  studies,  they  learned  how  to  apply  what  they 
learned  in  the  classroom  to  the  field.  The  Parks 
Division,  in  turn,  received  some  excellent  products 
and  services  as  a result  of  the  students’  time  spent 
working  at  various  locations  around  the  state. 

At  Lewis  and  Clark  Caverns  State  Park,  an 
intern  from  the  University  of  Montana  completed  a 
GPS  survey  of  all  the  trails  in  the  park,  that  will  be 
put  on  a handout  map  of  the  park. 

At  Ulm  Pishkun  State  Park,  an  intern  from 
Montana  State  University  did  research  on 
homesteads  in  the  area  and  then  compiled  that 
information  into  an  educational  lecture  program. 
The  work  on  this  project  gave  David  Ramsey  a 
$1,000  award  and  an  all  expense  paid  trip  to  the 
Montana  History  Conference  where  he  was 
presented  with  the  “Washington  Foundation  Award 
for  Historical  Excellence.” 

The  range  of  projects  the  interns  worked  on  were 
as  diverse  as  the  parks  themselves  with  everyone 
coming  out  a winner.  The  interest,  knowledge  and 
energy  of  the  students  who  apply  for  the  internsh  ips 
each  year  is  an  inspiration  to  all  the  parks  staff  We 
appreciate  having  them  as  part  of  the  team  for  the 
summer  and  congratulate  David  on  his  outstanding 
award! 


2002  State  Park  Poster  Theme 


Montana  Governor  Judy  Martz  announced  the 
State  Park  Poster  theme  for  2002. 

The  theme  this  year  will  be,  “Montana  State 
Parks  - A symbol  of  Freedom,  Inspiration 
Hope.”  With  tragedies  like  those  that  took  p1Se 
on  September  1 1 it  is  comforting  to  know  that  we 
have  many  rich  resources  of  recreation  in  Montana 
that  provide  a special  place  for  contemplation  and 
reflection.  Parks  are  a place  of  unity  for  families 
and  can  provide  a place  of  respite  from  a troubled 
world.  Visitors  often  speak  of  drawing  strength 
from  the  natural  wonders  and  beauty  that  surround 
them  when  they  are  in  the  parks. 

Gov.  Martz  stated  that  Montanans  are  blessed 
with  many  healing  places  to  turn  to  in  time  of  need 
and  some  of  the  most  outstanding  are  preserved  as 
Montana  State  Parks. 

The  contest  is  open  to  any  fifth  grade  student  in 
Montana.  Deadline  for  entries  will  be  Friday, 


April  5,  2002.  Contact  Helena. 


Callendar  of  Events 

December 

12  - Chief  Plenty  Coups  State  Park 
Christmas  Stroll 


22-23  -Lewis  & Clark  Caverns  State  Park 
Candlelight  Tours 

26  - Bannack  State  Park  ^ 

Ice  skating  at  Bannack 

29-30  - Lewis  & Clark  Caverns  State  Park 
Candlelight  Tours 


14,000  copies  of  this  public  document 
were  published  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $.3 1 
per  copy,  for  a total  cost  of  $4,283.64 
which  includes  $750  for  printing  and 
$3,533.64  for  distribution. 
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Publication  of  Montana  Fish,  Wildlife  & Parks January  - April  2002 

Dear  State  Parks  Passport  Holder: 

This  winter  edition  of  State  Park  News  is  packed  with  exciting  happenings  in  State  Parks  including  winter  skating  at  Bannack,  an  update  on  the 
citizen  “Park  Futures”  Committee  and  its  review  of  the  state  park  system;  preparations  at  Giant  Springs  for  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Bicentennial, 
preservation  of  rock  art  at  Pictograph  Cave,  and  a reminder  of  the  discount  on  State  Parks  Passports. 

One  of  our  goals  is  to  keep  fees  affordable  for  park  users,  so  when  a fee  increase  is  proposed  we  don’t  take  it  lightly.  It  was  necessary  this  year 
to  slightly  raise  the  price  of  the  State  Parks  Passport.  Rising  energy  costs,  contract  and  labor  expenses,  supplies,  materials  and  equipment  costs 
coupled  with  falling  interest  rates  on  the  Coal  Trust  revenues  we  receive,  were  factors  in  determining  the  needs  for  this  decision.  While  no  one 
likes  price  increases,  the  good  news  is  that  all  of  the  money  collected  at  state  parks  for  tours,  day  use,  or  camping  remains  in  the  State  Parks  system. 
Approximately  one  fourth  of  the  Parks  system  budget  comes  from  fees  collected  at  parks.  While  many  other  funding  sources  are  earmarked  for 
specific  purposes,  we  count  on  fee  revenues  to  keep  your  parks  well  maintained,  safe  and  enjoyable. 

Your  State  Parks  Passport  remains  a great  value.  It  gives  you  access  to  some  of  the  best  places  in  Montana,  and  it  gives  you  a discount  on 
camping  and  on  tours  at  Lewis  and  Clark  Caverns.  I encourage  you  to  take  advantage  of  the  “Early  Bird”  discount  - details  of  this  program  are 
found  below. 

Thanks  for  your  continued  support  of  Montana  State  Parks.  As  always,  if  you  have  comments,  or  if  1 can  be  of  any  assistance  to  you,  please  feel 
free  to  call  me  at  406-444-3750  or  email  at  dmonger@state.mt.us. 

Happy  New  Year! 


2002  Park  Passports  are  Available 


Did  you  know  you  can  buy  the  State  Parks 
Passport  at  a discount  price  until  February  15  of 
this  year?  The  Passport  gives  you  access  to  all 
41  state  parks  for  the  year.  The  Early  Bird  price 
is  $20  for  the  first  pass  and  $12  for  the  second 
and  third.  Regular  prices  are  $24  for  the  first  and 
$15  for  the  second  and  third.  The  Early  Bird 
discount  is  available  at  any  FWP  office.  The 
discount  is  not  available  on  Internet  purchases. 

Fees  are  an  important  part  of  the  State  Parks 
operating  budget.  We  know  that  many  visitors’ 
personal  budgets  can  be  pretty  tight.  We  offer  a 
number  of  ways  to  save,  from  the  Early  Bird  to 
the  Low  Income  discount.  By  presenting  either  a 
Food  Stamp  program  card,  or  a Medic-Aid  Card, 
individuals  can  receive  the  passport  for  $16  for 
the  first  and  $8  for  the  second  and  third  passport. 

Daily  entry  fees  are  only  $4  per  vehicle  at 
most  State  Parks  and  that  may  be  your  best  value, 
'^ome  parks  charge  a daily  entry  fee  of  either  $1 
f^l^$2  per  person. 

The  Passport  covers  all  passengers  in  your 
vehicle  as  you  enter  any  Montana  State  Park. 

Plan  now  to  enjoy  your  State  Parks  all  year 
long.  For  more  information  call  the  Helena  Parks 
office. 


Skate  Back  In  Time 

Looking  for  a unique  winter  experience?  Load  up 
the  car  and  head  for  Bannack  State  Park,  Montana’s 
first  Territorial  Capitol  and  best-kept  ghost  town.  Pack 
skates  and  a picnic  lunch  and  spend  a crisp  winter  day 
gliding  across  the  skating  pond.  No  skates?  No 
problem!  The  Park  keeps  many  different  sizes  of  skates 
free  for  visitors  to  use. 

Spectators  can  roast  marshmallows  and  take  in  all 
the  action  near  the  warmth  of  a fire  at  the  edge  of  the 
pond.  Coffee,  cocoa,  cider,  sodas  and  candy  bars  are 
available  in  the  warming  house.  After  skating,  take  a 
walk  through  town  and  then  head  to  Dillon  for  dinner. 

Admission  fees  are  $2  for  adults,  $1  for  children  6 
to  12,  kids  5 and  under  are  free.  Or  purchase  a State 
Parks  Passport,  which  allows  access  to  all  Montana 
State  Parks  for  the  year. 

The  fees  collected  at  Bannack  help  keep  the 
“Bannack  Experience”  alive.  We  are  continually 
working  to  keep  these  historic  structures  protected  from 
the  elements.  Your  financial  support  helps  keep  the 
buildings  safe  so  they  can  be  explored  inside  and  out, 
and  helps  fund  educational  programs,  or  special  events, 
such  as  Bannack  Days,  each  July. 

The  skating  pond  and  warming  house  are  open  on 
weekends.  Park  hours  are  8 am  to  5 pm.  Loaner  skates 
are  available  from  the  warming  house,  open  1 1 am  to  5 
pm.  Bannack  is  located  25  miles  southwest  of  Dillon, 
off  Highway  278.  For  information  call  406-834-3413. 

••••••••••••••••••••••• 

• Notice:  • 

• • 

• When  purchasing  your  State  Parks  Annual  • 

^ Passport  through  the  mail,  please  include  the  ^ 

• following  information:  • 

• • 

• Name,  Address,  Phone  Number,  • 

• Date-of-Birth  and  Vehicle  License  Number  • 


State  Park  Review  Committee 

The  State  Park  Futures  II  Committee,  is  a 
Governor  Judy  Martz  appointed  committee 
assigned  to  review  the  condition  of  the  State  Parks 
system.  The  committee  must  provide  a report  to 
the  Governor  and  Legislature  by  the  close  of  2002 
and  has  been  hard  at  work.  The  nine-member  group 
has  developed  a work  plan  to  look  at  Park  resources. 
State  Park  designations,  the  fee  system  and  funding 
sources,  the  distribution  of  state  parks,  and  State 
Park  policies.  The  futures  committee  will  meet 
monthly  and  will  include  public  input  time.  The 
committee  has  set  a goal  to  have  a final  report  read) 
by  October  2002.  For  a schedule  of  public  meeting 
times  and  locations  call  the  Parks  Division  ofiice 
at  444-3750,  or  visit  the  FWP  website  at 
WWW.  fwp.  state,  mt.  us. 

Giant  Springs  Man.xge.ment  Planning 

After  almost  two  years  of  planning  and 
evaluation,  the  Giant  Springs  State  Park 
Management  plan  is  expected  to  be  released  for 
public  comment  in  late  February  or  earl)  March. 

In  1999,  PPL-Montana  donated  over  2.800 
acres  to  FWP  as  an  addition  to  Giant  Springs  State 
Park,  increasing  the  park's  size  by  5 times.  This 
generous  gift  coincides  w ith  preparations  tor  the 
Lewis  and  Clark  commemoration,  making  the 
management-planning  process  all  the  more  timel). 

Giant  Springs  State  Park  is  home  to  a tish 
hatchery  as  well  as  the  Forest  Ser\  ice-owned  and- 
operated  Lewis  and  Clark  Heritage  Trail 
Interpretive  Center.  The  park  is  also  an  integral 
part  of  a wide  range  of  community  recreation 
resources  managed  by  the  city,  count).  United 


States  Forest  Service,  Bureau  of  Land 
Management,  PPL  - Montana,  or  FWP. 

“Being  part  of  the  community  requires  that 
we  all  work  and  do  our  planning  together,”  says 
Dan  Smith,  manager  of  Giant  Springs.  The  plan 
is  being  written  and  evaluated  with  support  from 
county,  private,  city,  state  and  federal  officials. 
All  have  been  working  to  frame  a plan  that  will 
help  deliver  a “seamless”  recreational 
experience  throughout  the  Great  Falls  area  for 
visitors. 

“The  Giant  Springs  Management  Plan  will 
help  formalize  our  common  vision  for  visitors 
to  the  area,”  says  Smith.  “One  current  example 
of  the  seamless  experience  is  the  ability  for  park 
visitors  to  pay  for  both  their  visit  to  the  state 
park  and  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Interpretive 
Center  from  either  location.  In  the  future,  we 
hope  to  be  able  to  add  the  Interpretive  Center 
to  the  existing  joint  pass  project  enabling  visits 
to  Giant  Springs,  the  Charlie  Russell  Museum 
and  Ulm  Pishkun  for  one  price.” 

The  plan  itself  will  outline  future 
development  at  the  entire  park,  management  of 
both  the  south  and  north  shore  of  the  park  and 
other  issues  brought  out  by  the  public  in  early 
2001.  For  details,  contact  Dan  Smith  at  406- 
454-5840. 

Did  you  know? 

When  was  Lewis  & Clark  Caverns 
discovered  by  settlers?  Two  dates 
have  been  debated.  The  first  one  is 
1882,  when  Charles  Brooks  and 
Mexican  John,  attempting  to  verify 
native  stories,  found  the  caves.  The 
other  date  is  1892,  when  hunters 
Thomas  Williams  and  Bert  Parnell  are 
given  credit  for  the  discovery.  Were 
the  caves  discovered  1 10  years  or  120 
years  ago?  Find  out  more,  by  visiting 
the  park  this  year  and  learn  more  about 
its  colorful  history. 


State  Parks  Office  - Helena 
Region  1 - Kalispell 
Region  2 - Missoula 
Region  3 - Bozeman 
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Calendar  of  Events 

January 

Weekends,  11  am  - 5 pm  - Bannack  State  Park 

Ice  Skating  on  Bannack  Pond 

February 

16  - Spring  Meadow  Lake  SP 

Sweetheart  Passion  Plunge 

^ > 

Input  Wanted  for  Recreational  Trail 
Improvements 

FWP  is  seeking  public  input  on  95  applications 
received  from  federal,  state  and  local  government 
agencies  and  private  associations  requesting  $3.3 
million  for  development  and  maintenance  of 
recreational  trails.  The  Recreational  Trails  Program 
will  provide  $1,668,000  over  the  next  two  years, 
$856,000  for  grants  in  FY  2002  and  $812,000  in  FY 
2003.  The  State  Parks  Division  administers  these  funds 
with  advice  from  a citizen’s  State  Trails  Advisory 
Committee. 

Recreational  Trails  funds  can  be  used  for  all  types 
of  trails  including  non-motorized,  motorized,  multiple- 
use,  community,  rural  and  back-country.  Grant 
recipients  must  provide  20%  of  the  cost  of  funded 
projects  from  local  sources.  This  can  include  cash  or 
the  value  of  volunteer  labor,  donated  materials, 
equipment  and  supplies. 

Copies  of  all  applications  are  available  for  review 
at  the  FWP  Headquarters  in  Helena.  Copies  of 
applications  received  from  the  geographical  area  of  the 
FWP  Regions  are  available  at  the  region  offices. 
Information  about  applications  can  also  be  reviewed 
on  the  FWP  webpage  at  www.fwp.state.mt.us. 

Written  comments  should  be  mailed  to  FWP,  State 
Trails  Programs,  PO  Box  200701,  Helena,  MT  59620- 
0701.  E-mail  comments  should  be  addressed  to 
bwalker@state.mt.us.  The  deadline  for  comments  is 
February  8,  2002. 


High-Tech  Students  Help  Preserve 
Ancient  Rock  Art 

Many  years  ago,  the  rock  art  images  from  the 
cave  walls  at  Pictograph  Cave  State  Park  w^jj^ 
traced  on  to  what  is  now  deteriorating  paper 
thin  clear  plastic.  Recently,  students  from  MSU 
Billings  used  a process  to  digitally  reproduce  the 
traced  rock  art  images.  These  computerized  images 
can  now  be  superimposed  on  photographs  of  the 
wall  taken  today  to  show  fading  of  the  rock  art  over 
time,  rock  art  location  on  the  wall  and  can  enhance 
a visitor’s  experience  when  viewing  the  rock  art. 

Students  have  also  mapped  the  park  using  the 
Global  Positioning  System  (GPS),  and  have 
developed  computer  generated  models  of  the  park 
to  help  with  trail  design  and  view-shed  analysis. 
Still  others  have  completed  a historical  record 
search  and  have  preserved  historical  materials  that 
may  be  made  available  via  the  park’s  website  in 
the  future.  All  these  students  gained  valuable  on- 
the-ground  experience  as  they  work  toward  degrees 
in  engineering  and  architecture.  The  park  will 
benefit  from  the  high-tech  work  by  using  the 
products  in  interpretation  and  future  management 
planning  for  the  park. 

Many  thanks  go  out  to  Tim  Urbaniak,  Technical 
Occupations  Department  Chair,  of  Montana  State 
University  - Billings.  He  along  with  his  students 
Katherine  Bernard,  Damon  Nelson,  Ricki 
Ketterling  and  Shaun  Richards  have  completed  a 
variety  of  projects  involving  Pictograph  Cave  State 
Park. 

Volunteer  services  and  donations  such  as  ^ ' 
are  very  valuable  because  they  allow  parks  budget 
(generated  in  part  by  visitor  fees  you  pay)  to  go 
further.  A management  plan  for  Pictograph  Cave 
State  Park  is  scheduled  for  completion  by  October 
2002. 


14,000  copies  of  this  public  document 
were  published  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $.3 1 
per  copy,  for  a total  cost  of  $4,283.64 
which  includes  $750  for  printing  and 
$3,533.64  for  distribution. 


FWP  Contacts 

Website:  fwp.state.mt.us 


444-3750 

Region 

752-5501 

Region 

542-5500 

Region 

994-4042 

Region 

4 - Great  Falls  454-5840 

5 - Billings  247-2940 

6 - Glasgow  228-3700 

7 -Miles  City  232-0900 


Parks  Division 
1420  East  Sixth  Avenue 


PO  Box  200701 
Helena  MT  59620-0701 


STATE  DOCUMENTS  " 

M ^ :2002 

MONTANA  Si  Alt  L .... 
1515  E 61h  A'-' 

HELENA 


PRSRT  STD 
US  POSTAGE 
PAID 

HELENA  MT 
PERMIT  NO  131 


719.32 
F2spn 
April  2002 


MONTANA 

STATE  PARKS 


State 


Publication  of  Montana  Fish,  Wildlife  & Parks 


U 2002 


Dear  State  Parks  Supporter: 


MONTANA  STATE  LIbRARY 


April  2002 


1515  E.  6th  AVE. 

HELENA,  MONTANA  59620 

It  has  been  said  that  an  army  marches  on  its  stomach.  Montana  State  Parks  marches  on  the  energy  and  commitment  of  its  employees  and 
volunteers.  With  one  of  the  two  smallest  state-park  staffs  in  the  nation,  Montana  depends  on  employees  and  volunteers  to  do  things  that  are 
above  and  beyond  the  call  of  duty  on  a regular  basis.  They  routinely  tackle  tasks  such  as  maintaining  complex  water  and  electrical  systems; 
controlling  noxious  weeds;  landscaping;  maintaining  structures,  historic  buildings  and  equipment;  designing  and  building  new  facilities;  and 
so  on.  They  have  to  be  part  welder-carpenter-concrete  finisher-heavy  equipment  operator-tour  guide-interpreter-bookkeeper-and  negotiator. 
In  this  issue,  you  will  read  about  a few  of  the  special  people  that  work  to  keep  your  state  parks  alive  and  well.  When  you  visit  a park  this  year, 
please  take  a minute  to  say  hello  to  the  parks  staff.  Let  them  know  how  you  think  we  are  doing  and  let  them  know  what  you  think  of  your  parks 
system.  They  will  appreciate  your  interest  and  concern  for  the  park  they  are  caring  for  and  we  all  appreciate  hearing  from  you.  And,  as  always, 
feel  free  to  call  me  at  406-444-3750  or  email  me  at  dmonger@state.mt.us  if  you  have  comments,  or  if  I can  be  of  any  assistance  to  you. 


Regards 


Beyond  the  Campfire’s  Light 

State  parks  are  exceptions,  they  are  set 
aside  for  future  generations  and  when  we  use 
them  in  the  present  moment  — we  need  to  do 
so  with  care.  Both  Doug  Frazier  and  Morgan 
^t^iDger,  Region  2 maintenance  employees 
Swize  this,  and  they  had  this  thought  in  mind 
when  they  conceived  of  and  constructed  a 
wood  dispensing  machine.  The  two  were 
recognized  for  this  effort  with  an  “Innovation 
Award”  last  fall. 

Campers  have  always  collected  and  used 
firewood,  however,  in  state  parks  this  can  be 
a serious  problem.  Even  moderately  used 
parks  are  quickly  stripped  of  dead  wood  for 
campfire  use,  leaving  green  trees  and  brush 
as  the  only  fuel  source.  Stripping  parks  of 
young  and  mature  vegetation  destroys  the 
plant  resources  of  a park.  This  is  why 
campers  are  prohibited  from  gathering 
firewood  in  parks. 

Doug  and  Morgan’s  concept  of  a firewood 
dispensing  machine  was  efficient  and  simple: 
a small  building  to  store  dry  firewood  bundles 
and  to  house  the  dispensing  mechanism. 
Campers  deposit  coins,  and  a firewood 
bundle  tips  off  into  a hopper  attached  to  the 
building.  A local  firewood  contractor  provides 
large  bundles  of  high-quality  firewood,  and 
the  dispensing  machines  provide  service 
seven  days  a week,  24  hours  a day.  The 
^j^'hines  have  also  drastically  reduced 
firewood  theft,  which  impacts  our  park 
budgets. 

Thanks  Doug  and  Morgan! 


Smith  River 

Respect  for  private  lands  and  reducing  human 
impacts  at  boat  camps  are  being  emphasized  this 
year  on  the  Smith  River. 

About  80  percent  of  the  Smith  River  corridor 
is  private  property.  In  fact,  1 0 of  FWP’s  campsites 
are  leased  from  private  landowners. 

State  law  allows  people  to  access  streams 
within  the  normal  high-water  mark.  It  does  not 
permit  trespass  onto  private  property  to  collect 
firewood,  nor  does  it  allow  crossing  private 
property  to  wade-fish  on  the  Smith  or  any  of  its 
tributaries. 

Many  floaters  like  to  end  a day  on  the  river  by 
sitting  around  a campfire.  To  offset  the  impacts 
of  thousands  of  floaters  each  year  and  help  to 
reduce  fire  danger  the  Parks  Division  will  install 
metal  fire  rings  to  replace  the  current  rock  fire 
rings. 

Because  firewood  is  difficult  to  find  along  the 
river,  floaters  are  urged  to  bring  their  own  wood 
or  to  purchase  a bundle  at  Camp  Baker. 

Floaters  can  get  additional  information  and 
check  current  river  levels  by  visiting  the  FWP 
website.  You  can  also  call  Camp  Baker,  beginning 
May  1 at  547-3893,  or  the  Smith  River  hotline  in 
Great  Falls  8 am  to  noon,  beginning  March  1 8,  at 
454-5861. 


Award-Winning 
Maintenance  Supervisor 

Jerry  Dean,  the  Region  7 (Miles  City), 
Maintenance  Supervisor  was  recognized  as 
“Parks  Professional  of  the  Year”  by  the  Parks 
Division  administrator  Doug  Monger.  Dean  has 
been  with  the  division  since  1992  and  comes 
from  a construction  background.  He  maintains 
parks  in  eastern  Montana  across  an  area  the  size 
of  the  state  of  Maine,  including  Makoshika, 
Medicine  Rocks,  Hell  Creek,  Tongue  Reservoir, 
Rosebud  Battlefield,  Pirogue  Island  State  Parks 
and  23  fishing  access  sites. 

Dean  was  chosen  because  of  his  positive 
attitude  and  skillful  approach  to  solving 
complex  system  problems  and  logistical 
challenges. 

Staff  & Volunteers 
Receive  Awards 

State  Parks  are  a part  of  many  communities’ 
economic,  historic  and  cultural  make  up.  With 
that  comes  a strong  interest  on  the  part  of  many 
people  to  provide  input  and  community  service 
time  to  state  parks.  Recently,  the  Parks  Division 
recognized  the  efforts  of  people  dedicated  to 
state  parks  in  their  communities. 

Gene  Townsend,  Mayor  of  Three  Forks  is  not 
only  dedicated  to  providing  recreational  trails 


Pop  Quiz 

The  Missouri  River  stretches  730  miles  from  its  headwaters  (Three  Forks),  to  the  North 
Dakota  border.  How  many  fishing  access  sites  are  located  on  the  Missouri  River  between 

those  two  points? 

The  first  person  to  mail  in  the  correct  response  will  receive  a camping  pass  good  for  one  free  night 
of  camping  at  any  of  Montanas  State  Parks. 


in  the  community  of  Three  Forks,  but  has 
also  been  instrumental  in  developing  a plan 
to  make  a trail  connection  between  Three 
Forks  and  Missouri  Headwaters  State 
Park.  Gene  has  also  been  a dedicated 
member  of  a team  to  develop  a plan  for 
making  interpretive  improvements  to  the 
park,  which  will  be  completed  by  2003. 

Lois  Roby  has  volunteered  many  hours 
of  time  presenting  programs  to  school 
groups  and  visitors  from  across  the  country 
at  Missouri  Headwaters  State  Park.  Lois 
is  a member  of  the  Headwaters  Chapter  of 
the  Lewis  and  Clark  Heritage  Trail 
Foundation  and  was  instrumental  in 
developing  the  summer  speaker  series  at 
the  park  last  year. 

Rea  Armstrong  also  received  an 
exceptional  service  award  for  her  1 6 years 
of  service  at  Lewis  & Clark  Caverns  State 
Park.  Rhea  is  a teacher  in  Cardwell 
spending  her  summers  dedicated  to 
making  the  Caverns  a great  place  to  visit. 

Harley  Sorrels,  a 30  year  FWP  employee 
was  recognized  with  a Lifetime 
Achievement  award  for  his  untiring 
service  to  State  Parks.  Harley  has  been 
manager  at  Cooney  State  Park  since  1988 
and  before  that  he  was  manager  at  Chief 
Plenty  Coups  State  Park. 

30- Year  Employee  Retires 

Rick  Johnson,  Region  5 (Billings) 
Maintenance  Supervisor,  retired  from 
Fish,  Wildlife  & Parks  in  December  after 
30  years  of  service.  Rick  spent  the  past  25 
years  in  the  Billings  Region  after  stints  in 
the  Great  Falls  area  and  at  Lewis  and  Clark 
Caverns  State  Park. 

Rick  is  best  known  for  his  pioneering 
work  in  noxious  weed  control  by 
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integrating  chemical  control  (spraying)  with 
mechanical  control  (sheep  grazing)  and  biological 
control  (flea  beetles). 

Rick,  a native  from  Columbus,  participated  in 
initial  developments  of  nearly  ALL  the  fishing 
access  sites  and  parks  in  the  Billings  area  and  his 
knowledge  of  the  land  and  the  surrounding 
neighbors  were  a great  asset  to  the  Department. 
Thanks  for  your  many  years  of  service  Rick,  and 
congratulations  on  your  retirement. 


(Bannack  State  Park),  Rich  Furber  and 

Ellagene  Lance  (Chief  Plenty  Coups  State 
Park),  Mike  Hathaway  (Missoula)  and  Ken 
Soderberg  (Helena)  are  among  the  first  state 
parks  staff  to  receive  the  certification.  0 

Grant  Funds  Available 
TO  Communities 

Along  with  managing  Montana  State  Parks, 
the  Parks  Division  is  also  responsible  for 
administering  a number  of  grant  programs. 
The  Recreation  Bureau  coordinates  grants 
programs  for  both  motorized  and  non- 
motorized  recreational  trails  and  the  Land  and 
Water  Conservation  Fund.  Funding  for  these 
programs  comes  from  both  federal  and  state 
sources  and  is  passed  through  FWP  to  local 
communities.  Recently  Walt  Timmerman  was 
selected  to  oversee  this  bureau.  For  additional 
information  on  how  your  community  or  group 
can  apply  for  grant  funds  visit  the  FWP  web 
site  and  click  on  Parks  or  contact  the 
Recreation  Bureau  at  (406)  444-3750. 

Futures  II  Schedule 


State  Parks  Staff  Receive 
Certification 

A number  of  Parks  Division  staff  are  among  the 
first  in  the  system  to  earn  certification  as  Certified 
Interpretive  Guides  through  the  National 
Association  for  Interpretation.  The  training  and 
certification  enhance  interpretation  skills,  an  art 
form  of  communication,  which  uses  a variety  of 
media  to  enhance  the  way  messages  are  delivered 
to  park  visitors.  Quality  interpretive  programs  help 
link  the  interest  of  visitors  and  their  interests  to 
the  cultural,  natural  or  historic  resources  of  a park 
to  build  understanding  and  enhance  the  visitors 
experience.  Many  state  parks  offer  interpretive 
programs  for  the  public  to  enjoy.  Angie  Hurley 


The  State  Parks  Futures  II  Committee, 
appointed  by  Governor  Judy  Martz  to  review 
the  condition  of  the  state  parks  system  and 
make  recommendations  to  the  2003 
Legislature,  will  hold  public  meetings  at  lj|^ 
following  locations  in  April  and  May.  F^ 
more  information,  call  (406)  444-3750. 

April  30,  2002  - Dillon  — 7-9  pm 

Search  and  Rescue  Building,  WOO  Hwy.  41 
May  29  - Glasgow  — 7-9  pm 
FWP  Headquarters 
May  30  - Glendive  — 7-9 pm 

Confort  Inn,  1918  N Merril  Avenue 

13,100  copies  of  this  public  document  were  published 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  $.33  per  copy,  for  a total  cost  of 
$4,323.00,  which  includes  $655  for  printing  and 
$4,323.00  for  distribution. 
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Dear  State  Parks  Supporters: 
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In  October  2001  Governor  Martz  issued  an  executive  order  appointing  a nine-member  citizen  committee  to  review  the  operations, 
maintenances,  statutes,  and  funding  of  the  Montana  State  Parks  system.  For  the  next  ten  months  the  Futures  Committee  traveled 
across  Montana,  reviewing  state  parks  and  visiting  with  park  users  about  the  park  system.  We  have  dedicated  this  special  issue  of 
the  State  Park  News  to  share  with  you  the  draft  results  and  recommendations  of  the  State  Park  Futures  Committee.  Please  take  a 
moment  and  review  this  executive  summary.  If  you  desire  the  full  report  it  can  be  obtained  by  calling  444-3750;  by  visiting  us  on  the 
web  at  www.fwp.state.mt.us,  or  at  your  local  library.  Please  let  the  Futures  Committee  know  what  you  think  of  their  review.  In  the 
mean  time,  please  stop  by  and  enjoy  a Montana  State  Park. 


Futures  Committee  Seeks  Public  Comment  on  Draft  Report 


Who  Is  the  State  Parks  Futures  Committee? 

The  Governor  appointed  committee  is  comprised  of  nine 
members  that  represent  a variety  of  interests  and  communities 
across  the  state.  They  include  legislators,  private  business  owners 
and  park  enthusiasts.  A similar  committee  appointed  by  Governor 
^evens  completed  a report  in  1989. 

What  Did  They  Look  At? 

A 2001  performance  audit  of  the  programs  within  the  Parks 
Division  of  Montana  of  Fish,  Wildlife  & Parks  (FWP)  recognized 
the  “world  class”  recreational  opportunities  and  significant 
contributions  to  quality  of  life  provided  by  the  state  parks  system. 
Auditors  also  noted  many  changes  in  the  operating  environment 
since  1989. 

The  Committee  was  charged  with  making  recommendations 
to  the  Governor,  the  2003  Legislature,  and  FWP  regarding  new 
challenges  and  trends  facing  state  parks. 

From  October  2001  through  June  2002,  the  Futures  Committee 
met  in  communities  across  the  state  to  gather  information,  discuss 
the  issues,  and  develop  its  recommendations.  Meetings  were 
facilitated  by  the  Montana  Consensus  Council  and  staffed  by  the 
council  and  Parks  Division. 

The  committee  wrestled  with  many  issues,  but  discussions 
centered  on  three  main  areas:  the  laws  affecting  state  parks, 
planning,  management  and  distribution  of  state  parks,  and  funding. 

Laws  Affecting  State  Parks 

Montana’s  state  parks  system  is  enabled  and  governed  by  the 
^^visions  of  Title  23,  Chapters  1 and  2 of  the  Montana  Code 
Annotated  (MCA).  In  its  deliberations  on  the  park  system’s 
statutory  framework,  the  Committee  focused  primarily  on  the 
effects  of  the  Primitive  Parks  Act.  This  act,  passed  in  1993, 


designated  15  sites  as  “primitive”  to  prevent  their  further 
development  and  to  eliminate  entrance  fees  at  those  parks. 

The  Futures  Committee  acknowledged  that  the  act  provides 
a number  of  benefits,  such  as  stopping  incremental  development 
and  reducing  long-term  operations  and  maintenance  costs  at 
designated  parks.  The  act  also  limits  management  flexibility  to 
deal  with  unforeseen  problems  and  changing  needs,  and  precludes 
park  managers  from  realizing  the  advantages  of  having  small 
developed  or  semi-developed  zones  within  larger  primitive 
landscapes. 

To  address  these  concerns,  the  committee  recommended 
that  FWP  create,  through  administrative  rule,  a classification 
system  for  designating  and  managing  state  parks  based  on  their 
level  of  development,  from  “undeveloped”  to  “highly  developed.” 
The  Primitive  Parks  Act  would  be  repealed,  but  “primitive”  parks 
would  be  managed  consistent  with  the  act’s  intent  until  the 
management  planning  process  is  completed  under  the  new 
classification  system. 

The  committee  also  recommended  that  the  Legislature 
amend  statute  to  require  at  least  one  representative  on  the  FWT 
Commission  with  a demonstrated  interest  in  parks  and  recreation. 

Planning,  Management  And  Distribution 

The  committee  made  a number  of  recommendations  aimed 
at  improving  parks  system  planning,  enhancing  visitors’ 
experiences,  and  sustaining  park  resources.  These  included 
improving  marketing,  interpretiv'e  sendees,  educational  programs, 
tribal  involvement,  and  public  outreach  and  communications. 
Planning  and  management  should  emphasize  public  participation, 
foster  coordination  among  parks  and  other  sites  that  share 
common  themes  (such  as  fishing,  Lewis  & Clark,  etc.),  and 
acknowledge  the  economic  development  potential  of  parks  in 
partnership  with  local  communities. 


The  committee  also  provided  criteria  to  guide  the  acquisition 
and  distribution  of  state  parks,  and  agreed  that,  consistent  with 
those  criteria,  a state  park  and  parks  program  should  be 
established  in  Region  6 (northeast  Montana). 

Funding 

Issues  related  to  revenues  and  expenditures  within  the 
Parks  Division  surfaced  at  every  meeting.  The  committee 
identified  six  principles  to  guide  the  funding  of  state  parks,  and 
recommended  a set  of  priorities  for  allocating  financial  and 
human  resources  across  the  state  parks  system,  as  follows; 
(1)  protect  public  health  and  safety,  which  may  include 
enforcement;  (2)  protect  and  manage  park  resources,  which 
may  include  enforcement;  (3)  enhance  the  experience  of 
visitors;  (4)  acquire  land  and  resources  (with  the  acquisition  of 
in-holdings  taking  priority  over  purchase  of  completely  new 
properties);  and  (5)  support  new  construction. 

The  committee  also  identified  14  potential  strategies  to 
increase  funding  for  state  parks,  including  increasing  some  user 
fees,  fostering  public-private  partnerships,  using  a legislative 
referendum  to  either  create  a one-mill  levy  or  a license  plate 
fee  dedicated  to  state  parks,  and  developing  pilot  projects  at 
two  state  parks  to  maximize  the  fee  compliance  and  the 
collection  of  fees.  Other  recommendations  emphasized  the 
value  added  to  parks  by  volunteers,  “friends  of  the  park” 
associations,  and  local  community  efforts. 

Finally,  the  committee  recommended  that  Parks  Division 
and  the  FWP  Commission  develop  a uniform  policy  on  the 
commercial  use  of  state  parks.  Committee  members  agreed 
that  strategies  for  economic  development  should  build  on 
Montana’s  environmental  assets,  including  state  parks,  while 
sustaining  the  state’s  resources  and  landscapes. 

What  You  Can  Do 

The  public  is  being  encouraged  to  comment  on  this  draft 
report  and  to  participate  in  shaping  the  future  planning  and 


management  of  Montana  State  Parks.  Comments  will  be  accepted 
by  mail  to:  Montana  Fish,  Wildlife  & Parks,  PO  Box  200701 , Helena 
MT  59620  or  by  email  via  our  website  at  fwp.state.mt.us.  In  addition, 
the  public  may  comment  by  attending  a statewide  satellite  public 
meeting  on  September  11,  2002  from  7:00  p.m.  until  9:00  p.m.  -dt 
the  following  locations. 

Montana  State  University  - Billings 
1500  N SO*"  St. 

Special  Ed  Bldg.,  Rm.  159 

Montana  StateUniversity  - Bozeman 
EPS  Bldg.,  S.  7*^  & Grant 
Bums  Center  Rm.  1 26 

Western  Montana  College  - Dillon 
710  S Atlantic 

Library,  Montana  Rm.,  2"'*  Floor 

Great  Falls  College  of  Technology  - Great  Falls 
20100  16‘*'Ave.  S,  Rm.  B-103 

Helena  College  of  Technology  - Helena 
1115  N.  Roberts  St.,  Rm.  106 

Flathead  Valley  Community  College  - Kalispell 

777  Grandview  Dr.  , 

Learning  Resource  Cntr.,  Rm.  120  V 

Miles  Community  College  - Miles  City 
2715  Dickerson  St.,  Rm.  106 

University  of  Montana  - Missoula 
Comer  of  Arthur  and  Eddy 
Gallagher  Bldg,  Rm.  104 
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Park  Enthusiasts: 

Recently  I had  the  opportunity  to  speak  at  the  Governors  Conference  on  Tourism  and  Recreation.  This  annual  event  brings  together 
people  from  all  across  Montana  to  learn  more  about  recreation  and  tourism  in  Montana  and  how  to  work  together  to  provide  the  best  possible 
experience  for  our  visitors.  I told  a story  about  a family  that  visited  Missouri  Headwaters  State  Park  last  summer.  After  enjoying  the  Saturday 
night  campfire  program  offered  each  week  at  the  park.  Our  park  staff  introduced  this  family  from  the  east  coast  to  smores,  those  great  tasting 
campfire  treat  of  toasted  marshmallow,  chocolate  bar  and  graham  crackers.  These  folks  had  never  tasted  a smore  before  and  found  great  delight 
in  making  and  eating  them  and  visiting  with  people  from  all  across  America.  They  said  that  evening  at  Missouri  Headwaters  was  the  highlight 
of  their  trip.  A simple  campfire,  smores  and  a random  group  of  people  making  friends  was  the  highlight  of  this  family’s  trip.  Montana  State  Parks 
offer  a step  back  to  simpler  times,  a chance  to  connect  with  family  and  friends  and  a chance  to  make  new  acquaintances  with  people  from  all 
walks  of  life  unlike  your  own.  I invite  you  to  spend  some  time  in  a Montana  State  Park  this  summer,  enjoy  one  of  the  many  programs  we  offer 
or  simply  take  time  to  upwind  relax  and  reconnect  with  family  and  friends.  As  always  I welcome  your  comments.  See  you  in  the  parks! 

Regards, 


State  Park  Fees 

You  can  purchase  your  State  Park 
Passport  at  our  FWP  offices,  licensing 
agents  or  through  our  FWP  website. 

Passport  holders  receive  a $3.00 
discount  on  camping  fees. 

After  carefully  considering 
recommendations  from  the  State  Parks 
Futures  Committee  II,  FWP  increased  the 
price  of  State  Parks  Passports  this  year  to 
$30.00  for  the  first  passport,  and  $20.00  for 
additional  passports.  Day  use  fees  for  those 
without  a parks  passport  increased  to  $5.00 
per  vehicle.  These  new  fees  went  into  effect 
March  1. 

Beginning  this  year,  camping  and  day  use 
fees  are  completely  separate.  A person  pays 
J^er  one  fee  or  the  other.  If  you  are 
planning  to  stay  for  the  day,  it  would  be 
$5.00.  If  you  plan  on  staying  the  day  and 
camping,  it  would  be  $ 1 5.00. 


What’s  Going  on  in  State  Parks 
This  Summer? 

Find  out  what  is  happening  in  Montana  State 
Parks  this  summer  at  fwp. state. mt. us.  Click  on  the 
Calendar  of  Events  icon.  There  are  over  160  events 
scheduled.  May  and  June  events  are  listed  here 
on  the  back  page. 


SCORP  Plan  Nears  Completion 

The  new  Statewide  Comprehensive  Outdoor 
Recreation  Plan  (SCORP)  is  almost  finished.  The 
plan  identifies  Montana’s  top  statewide  and 
regional  outdoor  recreation  needs,  and  specifies 
how  federal  funding  will  be  allocated  to  state  and 
local  projects. 

Each  state  must  have  a federally  approved 
recreation  plan  in  order  to  be  considered  for  Land 
and  Water  Conservation  Funds  grants  to  acquire 
and  develop  public  outdoor  recreation  areas  and 
facilities.  Managed  sites  and  the  other  half  granted 
out  to  local  communities  for  projects  such  as  ball 
fields,  open  space,  public  parks,  skating  rinks,  picnic 
facilities,  playground  equipment,  walking  trails,  and 
outdoor  swimming  pools. 


State  Parks  Recelv  e Grants 

Three  grants  totaling  $77,500  have  been 
awarded  to  FWP  from  the  National  Park  Ser\  ice 
and  the  Montana  Lewis  and  Clark  Bicentennial 
Commission  grant  programs. 

Missouri  Headwaters  State  Park  received 
a grant  of  $25,000  from  the  NPS  and  $12,500 
from  the  Montana  Lewis  and  Clark  Bicentennial 
for  interpretive  services  at  the  park.  These 
funds  will  allow  professional  interpretive  staff 
to  work  in  the  park  through  at  least  2005.  Last 
year  was  the  first  year  the  park  employed  a 
professional  trained  in  delivering  interpretive 
programs  to  the  public.  Programs  and  tours 
are  given  throughout  the  week  to  bus  tour 
groups,  elder  hostels,  scouts,  and  the  general 
visiting  public. 

NPS  recently  informed  Giant  Springs  State 
Park  that  it  will  receive  a $40,000  award  to 
provide  interpretive  services  similar  to  those 
offered  at  Missouri  Headwaters  and  to 
construct  an  interpretive  trail  to  the  Sulphur 
Springs  across  the  river  from  Giant  Springs. 
Lewis  and  Clark's  journals  mention  the  sulphur 
springs  as  a place  of  healing. 

State  Parks  Fltl  res  Committee  II 
(SPFCH) 

The  SPFC II  completed  a review  of  the  state 
park  system  and  submitted  their  findings  to 
the  Governor  and  the  58*  Legislature.  The 
committees  report  it  is  posted  on  the  F3VP  web 
site  at  fwp.state.mt.us  or  available  from  the 
Helena  parks  office. 


Economic  Impact  Survey 


Visitors  to  Montana’s  State  Parks  spend  an  estimated  $179.5  million  statewide,  according 
to  a 2002  study  by  the  University  of  Montana’s  Bureau  of  Business  and  Economic  Research. 
About  65%  or  $1 16  million  was  spent  in  communities  surrounding  the  parks,  such  as  Billings, 
which  is  near  Cooney  Reservoir,  Dillon,  near  Bannack,  and  Missoula,  near  Frenchtown 
Pond. 

In  another  measure  of  economic  impact,  researchers  also  look  at  nonresident  dollars 
contributed  to  the  state  economy.  Nonresident  State  Parks  visitors  spent  $8 1 million  dollars 
in  the  state,  created  1,170  full-and  part-time  jobs,  and  $23.3  million  in  personal  income  for 
Montana  residents.  The  jobs  generated  by  visitors  are  beyond  the  200  permanent  and 
seasonal  staff  employed  by  the  Parks  Division  statewide. 

Nonresident  expenditures  were  for  restaurants,  gasoline,  and  hotel  expenses.  Residents 
spent  the  most  on  gasoline,  groceries,  and  camping. 

Researchers  conducted  random  telephone  surveys  of  State  Park  visitors  during  the 
summer  of  2002.  A total  of  862  visitors  were  interviewed  for  a response  rate  of  nearly  100%. 
Other  items  covered  in  the  survey  included  visitor  satisfaction,  activities,  and  overnight 
use  of  FASs.  For  a copy  of  the  survey  report,  please  contact  Kirsten  Shelton  at  444-3818  or 
kshelton  @ state. mt.us. 

Dress  Up  Your  Rig  With  a State  Park  Plate 

Coming  this  July,  you  will  be  able  to  purchase  a specialty  license  plate  to  show  your 
support  for  State  Parks.  Available  from  the  Montana  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  Foundation, 
funds  from  the  sale  of  each  plate  will  help  maintain  facilities  and  provide  services  like 
education  programs  in  State  Parks.  MFWPF  is  a private  organization  dedicated  to  FWP 
projects. 

If  your  plates  are  due  after  July  of  this  year,  ask  about  the  State  Park  plate  when  you 
renew  your  vehicle  registration. 


Calendar  of  Events 

T 

June 

1 - Celebrate  National  Tails  Day 
Giant  Springs  State  Park 

7 & 8 - Montana  State  Orienteering 
Championship 
Lone  Pine  State  Park 

8 - Take  a Kid  Fishing  Day 
Lake  Elmo  State  Park 

14  - Buzzard  Day 
Makoshika  State  Park 

15  - Father’s  Day  Shoot 
Makoshika  State  Park 

21  - Ulm  Rhubarb  Festival 
Ulm  Pishkun  State  Park 

21  - Weed  Pull  Day 
Russell  Gates  FAS 

22  - Dale  Tash  Montana  History  Day 
Bannack  State  Park 

28  - Museum  Grand  Opening 
Chief  Plenty  Coups  State  Park 

30  - Discover  Travelers’  Rest 
Travelers’  Rest  State  Park 
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The  Gift  of  Montana  State  Parks 

Montanans  have  something  really  big  to  celebrate  this  Christmas.  Beginning  in  2004  there  will  be  no  State  Parks  entrance 
fees  for  Montana  residents  who  enter  the  parks  in  a vehicle  licensed  in  Montana. 

The  resident  State  Parks  Passport,  that  $30  window  decal,  is  no  longer  needed.  A new  $4 
annual  vehicle  registration  fee,  set  by  the  2003  Montana  State  Legislature,  will  help  cover  the  parks’ 
maintenance  and  operations  costs,  replacing  resident  entrance  and  passport  fees.  The  new  approach 
makes  State  Parks  more  affordable  and  accessible  to  everyone. 

The  $4  fee  is  voluntary,  but  we  anticipate  most  people  will  appreciate  the  benefits  of  free  entry 
into  the  parks  with  the  assurance  of  adequate  funding  to  maintain  and  operate  these  important  recreational, 

historical  and  cultural  sites. 

To  all  of  you  who  have  been  such  dedicated  and  enthusiastic  supporters  of  State  Parks,  it’s 
time  to  say  thank  you.  We  hope  this  new  fee  structure  will  be  something  that  you  tell  family  and 
^jjj^nds  about  and  that  you  can  take  great  satisfaction  in  enjoying  in  the  months  and  years  to  come. 


Nonresident  parks  visitors  will  continue  to  pay  either  $2-$5  for  daily  use  of  State  Parks,  or 
they  may  purchase  a nonresident  State  Parks  Passport  beginning  J anuary  2 on  the  F WP  web  site  at 
www.fwp.state.mt.us  on  the  Parks  page  or  at  FWP  regional  offices. 

Residents  and  nonresidents  will  continue  to  pay  camping  fees,  which  range  from  $ 1 2 to  $ 1 5 . 

Aportion  of  the  new  vehicle  registration  fee  will  be  used  to  help  maintain  the  state’s  popular  fishing  access  sites  and  the  state- 
owned  properties  at  Virginia  City. 

We  hope  you’ll  all  agree  this  news  is  really  something  to  celebrate  about  this  holiday!  If  you’re  anxious  to  get  started 
enjoying  State  Parks  even  as  the  snow  flies,  don’t  forget  our  virtual  tour  of  the  parks  at  http://wvvw.fivp.state.mt.us/parks/ 
planavisit.asp  and  click  on  “Take  An  Online  Tour.” 

If  you  have  questions  or  would  like  to  comment,  please  don’t  hesitate  to  call  me  on  406-444-3750  or  send  an  email  to 
dmonger@state.mt.us. 


Special  Parks  Christmas  Tours 

Holiday  Candlelight  Tours  at  Lewis  and  Clark  Caverns  are  a rare  and  romantic  Christmas  treat  offered  only 
on  the  weekends  before  and  after  the  Christmas  holiday.  Snag  one  of  these  coveted  reserv^ations  by  calling  406-287-3541 
^^inning  Monday,  December  1 , 2003. 


Thanks  A Million.  . . 


To  These  Committed  Contributors 

Montana’s  State  Parks,  a collection  of  42  of  the  state’s  most  treasured  recreational,  historic  and  culture  sites,  are  speci^^ 


to  many  different  people  in  many  different  ways,  making  it  no  wonder  that  they  attract  extraordinary  dedication  and  service. 

Six,  from  among  the  many  committed  parks  supporters,  were  recognized  for  their  contribution  December  3 by  Doug 
Monger,  Parks  Division  administrator  at  a statewide  meeting  in  Butte.  Those  recognized  were: 

Debbie  Cheek,  of  Helena,  long-time  State  Parks  staff  member,  for  Lifetime  Achievement; 

Doug  Smith,  of  Dagmar,  a member  of  the  new  State  Park  Search  Committee  in  eastern  Montana,  as  Outstanding  Citizen 
Contributor; 

Howard  Boggess,  of  Billings,  on  the  Chief  Plenty  Coups  State  Park  Advisory  Council,  as  Outstanding  Volunteer; 

Steve  Gilbert,  of  FWP,  with  the  Parks  Division  Lifesaving  Award; 

Senator  Dale  Mahlum,  of  Missoula,  for  the  Outstanding  Legislative  Contribution; 

Bob  Peterson,  of  Decker,  regional  park  manager  of  Tongue  River  Reservoir  State  Parks,  as  Park  Professional  of  the 


Year. 


To  Our  Volunteers  And  Interns  In  2003 


Montana’s  State  Parks  are  the  friendly,  fun  places  they  are  in  part  due  to  the  staggering  number  of  hours  our  voluntee 


and  interns  contribute  to  the  overall  operation  and  maintenance  of  our  parks.  In  2003  we  had  1 ,940  volunteers 
contribute  53,770  hours.  Some  of  these  folks  are  the  campground  hosts  you’ve  come  to  look  forward  to  seeinj 
each  season.  A record  1 1 college  interns  worked  in  state  parks  and  earned  college  credit  toward  their  degrees. 

For  more  information  on  our  volunteer  and  intern  programs  contact  our  Helena  office. 
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Summer’s  here  and  it’s  the  perfect  time  to  get  out  and  explore  your  State  Parks.  This  year  it’s  even  easier.  If  you  have  a 
Montana  license  plate,  that’s  your  admission  ticket  to  every  State  Park.  It’s  your  opportunity  to  visit  those  parks  that  have  been 
on  your  “places  to  go”  list  or  to  revisit  favorite  parks.  And,  remember  to  invite  your  friends  and  relatives  along  to  share  the  fun. 
Whether  you’re  a history  buff,  hiker,  birder,  angler  or  water  enthusiast,  Montana  State  Parks  are  yours  to  enjoy ! 


Regards, 


Doug  Monger 


Montanans  Have  43  Free 
Vacation  Getaways 

Beginning  this  year,  Montanans  have 
unlimited,  free  day  use  access  to  all  43 
State  Parks,  including  vacation  and 
cultural  destinations  like  Flathead  Lake 

Iar  Kalispell,  Bannack  ghost  town  near 
Hon,  Lewis  and  Clark  Caverns  near 
Three  Forks,  and  Cooney  Reservoir 
near  Billings. 

The  Montana  license  plate  is  now  a 
pass  into  Montana’s  State  Parks,  thanks 
to  an  optional  $4  annual  fee  on  Montana 
vehicle  registrations. 

Nonresident  parks  visitors  will 
continue  to  pay  $2-$5  for  daily  use  of 
State  Parks,  or  may  purchase  a 
nonresident  State  Parks  Passport  on  the 
FWP  website  or  at  FWP  regional 
offices.  Residents  and  nonresidents  will 
continue  to  pay  camping  fees,  which 
range  from  $ 1 2 to  $ 1 5 statewide. 


Bannack  Celebrates  its  Golden 
Anniversary  as  a State  Park 

Bannack,  one  of  the  West’s  most 
colorfril  ghost  towns,  celebrates  50  years 
as  a Montana  State  Park  as  visitors  from 
around  the  world  come  to  walk  its  silvery 
gray  boardwalks  lined  by  sage  brush  as  tall 
as  a man. 

On  July  28,  1862,  John  White 
discovered  gold  on  Grasshopper  Creek  and 
the  town  of  Bannack  sprang  up.  In  1 864 
Bannack  became  Montana’s  first  territorial 
capital.  As  the  rich  gold  deposits  were 
mined  from  little  Grasshopper  Gulch  the 
accompanying  shenanigans,  thievery, 
bravery  and  high  living  bought  Bannack  a 
place  in  history.  Bannack  became  a 
Montana  State  Park  in  1954. 

To  celebrate  Bannack’s  50  years  as  a 
Montana  State  Park  plan  now  to  attend 
Bannack  Days  on  July  1 7 and  1 8. 


New  Bannack  Book  on  Shelves 

What  better  way  is  there  to  celebrate 
a birthday  than  with  lots  of  pictures?  That 
is  just  what  you  will  find  in  F WP’s  latest 
book  titled  Bannack:  Foundation  of 
Montana.  Produced  by  Fish,  Wildlife  & 
Parks  with  writing  and  photography  by 
Rick  and  Susie  Graetz,  this  book  is  full  of 
stunning  photos  and  a narrati\  e histoiy*  of 
Montana’s  First  Territorial  Capital  and 
premier  ghost  town.  The  book  is  S 1 4.95 
and  is  available  at  bookstores,  your 
nearby  FWP  office  or  by  phoning  444- 
3750. 

Rick  and  Susie  Graetz  ^^^ll  be  signing 
their  new  book  in  Dillon  July  1 2 and  at 
Bannack  Days  on  July  1 8. 


Rich  and  Susie  Grasta 


Campers,  Hikers  and  Anglers  Need  to  be  Bear  Aware 

Montana  Fish,  Wildlife  & Parks  bear  specialists  remind  campers,  hikers  and  anglers 
that  they  need  to  be  bear  aware.  Grizzly  bears  are  gradually  expanding  into  new 

areas,  and  Montana’s  black  bear  population  is  thriving. 

I.  ^^y  nature  a bear  will  try  to  avoid  humans,  unless  humans  purposefully  or  accidentally 
IRw  bears  to  get  food.  Once  a bear  comes  to  associate  food  with  people,  FWP 
I wildlife  managers  say  it  quickly  becomes  bolder  and  more  dangerous.  A bear  that 
hangs  around  a campsite  or  residence,  or  that  raids  garbage,  orchards  or  gardens 
should  be  reported  immediately  to  FWP  for  observation. 


State  Parks  Prepare  for  Lewis  and 
Clark  Bicentennial 

Montana  State  Parks  has  been  gearing 
up  for  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Bicentennial  for 
the  past  five  years.  Our  objectives  are  to 
ensure  facilities  and  infrastructure  at  key 
Lewis  and  Clark  State  Parks  are  in  good 
shape,  to  upgrade  and  improve  interpretive 
exhibits,  to  provide  interpretive  staff  on  site, 
and  to  look  for  opportunities  to  preserve 
lasting  legacies  into  the  future. 

Visitors  will  be  able  to  enjoy  new 
interpretive  exhibits  at  Missouri 
Headwaters,  Clark’s  Lookout  and  Giant 
Springs  State  Parks.  Interpretive  Rangers 
coordinate  and  present  weekly  programs 
on  Lewis  and  Clark  and  many  other  stories 
unique  to  each  park. 

State  Parks,  along  with  the  Travelers 
Rest  Preservation  and  Heritage  Association, 
has  preserved  the  area  now  known  as 
Travelers’  Rest  State  Park,  a campsite  used 
by  the  Corps  of  Discovery  in  both  1805 
and  1806. 

Through  the  efforts  of  local  partners. 
State  Parks  and  the  Montana  Department 
of  Transportation,  Tower  Rock  near  Great 
Falls  is  Montana’s  newest  State  Park  and 
a lasting  legacy  to  the  Lewis  and  Clark 
expedition. 

The  Bicentennial  will  be  in  full  swing  in 
2005  and  2006,  as  the  nation 
commemorates  the  200*  anniversary  of  the 
famous  expedition. 


Poster  Contest  Winners  Announced 

Two  Great  Falls  fifth-grade  students  won  first  and  second  place  in  the  annual  State 
Parks  poster  contest  sponsored  by  Montana  Fish,  Wildlife  & Parks.  Third  place 
went  to  a youngster  from  Lolo.  ^ 

Shayle  Nelson  won  first  place  with  a poster  on  Makoshika  State  Park,  while  Raeleua 
Taylor  took  second  with  a poster  about  Giant  Springs  State  Park.  Both  are  from 
Lewis  and  Clark  Elementary  School.  Nimshi  Fernando  of  Lolo  Middle  School 
grabbed  third  place  with  a poster  about  Travelers’  Rest  State  Park 

This  year’s  contest  requirement  was  to  use  one  of  Montana’s  State  Parks  to 
illustrate  a histoiy  lesson  learned  by  visiting  that  park.  Each  of  the  winners  received  a 
savings  bond  and  framed  poster  as  their  prize. 


Selected  2004  State  Parks  Events 

Please  check  www.fwp.state.mt.us/parks  for  a comprehensive  listing  of 
scheduled  events. 


Discovery  Days  Series 

Tuesdays,  7-9  PM  - Spring  Meadow  Lake  State  Park 

Wednesday  Lunch  Hour  Programs 
Noon  - 1 PM  - Giant  Springs  State  Park 

Friday  Morning  Interpretive  Walks 
8:30  - 9:00  AM  - Giant  Springs  State  Park 

Uncover  Montana:  A Weekly  Program  Series  Exploring  our  Past 
Saturdays,  8 - 9 PM  - Travelers’  Rest  State  Park 

Summer  Speaker  Series  and  Marshmallow  Roast 
Topic:  “Western  Views:  Visions  and  Realities” 

Saturdays,  7-9  PM  - Missouri  Headwaters  State  Park 

Cardboard  Cup  Regatta 

July  10-11  AM  - 2 PM  - Spring  Meadow  Lake  State  Park 
Bannack  Days 

July  17  and  18  - Bannack  State  Park 
Traditional  Trades  Week 

Sept.  8-11-8  AM  - 5 PM  - Travelers’  Rest  State  Park 
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